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Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh! 
By Etta Gracey Storr 


INNA ye ken the signs o’ His 
coming? 
Dinna ye hear the sound o’ His feet? 
Ken ye not this is the dark afore 
dawning? 
Dawn o’ the morn sae braw an’ sae 
sweet! 


The nicht has been drear, but ne’er was 
it lonesome 
E’en through the valley when shadows 
lay long; 
His rod an’ His staff together gae 
comfort. 
Footsore an’ weary, we aye had a song. 


Can we forget, when we were a’ greetin’ 
The touch o’ His hand, that wiped awa 
tears? 
The promise He gaed us, never tae leave 
us 
/Ne’er to forsake us banished oor fears. 


Our hearts are sae sair, an’ nigh sick wi’ 
longing 


For the sound o’ His voice, an’ the sicht 
o’ His face, 
But the nicht is far spent, a bonnie day 
breaking, 
Then we shall meet Him—saved by 
His grace! 





Our Postwar Nation 


Has the United States. been chas- 
tened by the war? Many had believed 
it would be, but there is not much evi- 
dence of it. In one of its masterly, 
panpramic verbal pictures of “The 
Nation” Time (Nov. 5) gives such details 
as these: “Happy days, more or less, 
were here again... the nation had 
not been essentially changed by war... 
a ClOrganizer told ralliers: ‘We want 
full employment and if free enterprise 
must go, let it go’... a historic nation- 
wide housing shortage . ... a period as 
madly chaotic in the relatively unscathed 
U. S. as in the shattered rest of the 
world. Nobody seemed able to see much 
beyond the end of his nose ... the 
greatest wave of labor unrest since the 
middle ’30s . . . a more mature aware- 
ness, a profound, bewildered forebod- 
ing, a tragic and justified uneasiness, a 
still more disturbing fatalism ... . in- 
terracial troubles ... great depression 

- another great war... the next 
opponent was Russia ... they talked 
a good deal about the atomic bomb... 
so thoroughly absorbed in immediate 
troubles, pleasures, hopes, angers and 
disappointments . .. racial problems 


. If civilization, or time itself in the 
provincial, planetary sense, was to last 
more than another few decades, the re- 
sponsibility rested chiefly on the Ameri- 
can people. But... the American peo- 
ple were not very responsible toward 
any major responsibility.” Not a very 
encouraging picture! But God’s grace 
is still sufficient to keep all who trust in 
Him, His Word is still powerful to bring 
conviction and comfort, and the Church 
can still be revived in answer to the 
prayers of His people. With great con- 
descension and love, and knowing what 
He Himself would do for them, Christ 
called His disciples “the light of the 
world.” Outward circumstances cannot 
dim that light; but even a little sin 
obscures it. We must see to it that our 
lives are right with Him, and then we 
shall have peace and joy in our own 
hearts, and He can use us. And far 
better than all the reflected light of the 
Church, is the everlasting and surpass- 
ing glory of the One who said, “I am 
the root and the offspring of David, and 
the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22: 
16). It may be that many now living 
will see that Light break through earth’s 
darkness at the second coming of the 
Lord. 


& 


Our Lord’s Prayer Life 


This editorial, by 


Gordon, reviews the book, “Jesus, the Man of Prayer,” by 


Ernest 
John H. Strong, D.D. (American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, $1.36.) 


YER ig the most important thing 
in the world, though little the 
world realizes it. It is the source 

of all blessing, the spring of all really 
useful service. One can only welcome 
any literature concerning it that carries 
help and instruction. And thrice wel- 
come ,is a book written in such pellucid 
English. Here is the lapidary sentence, 
the unexpected and pointed expression 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For they all saw him, and were 
troubled. And immediately he 
talked with them, and saith unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be 
not afraid” (Mark 6:50). 
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of thought. The personal note, too, ap- 
pears repeatedly. The writer believes 
in the might of prayer with all his heart. 
He has again and again tested his theory 
experimentally and found that it rings 
true. He says: 

“I find it quite impossible to express 
to others what it meant to me when I 
first made the discovery that I could 
pray till I was heard; when I realized 
for the first time that prayer is the arena 
on which faith is won; when I saw first 
that I could pray till every fear was 
vanquished, every doubt dissolved, and 
I knéw with certitude, which I could 
neither explain nor remove, that God 
had undertaken for me in the thing I 
desired of Him. It seemed a gift of 
grace second only to the blissful realiza- 
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tion that God hed, for Christ's sake, 
forgiven me my sins.” 

Only a man of prayer can write on 
prayer, that is, write correctly and ef- 
fectively and with certainty. In the 
passages that deal with difficulties of 
belief, the assumed antinomy between 
answered prayer and the rigidities of 
natural law, there are sentences that 
remind one of Horace Bushnell’s “Nature 
and the Supernatural,” for their cogency 
and originality. Some writers are to be 
admired for apt quotations. This book 
invites quotation. So let me borrow some 
sentences on this very subject, making 
it clear that much more should be added 
to get anything like a fair presentation. 
The writer admits that at one time, as 
most men are, so he too was “stalled 
in naturalism.” 

“But when by God’s grace I was en- 
abled to know Him, the limitations pre- 
scribed by the lower, structural order 
of things ceased to dominate. I found 
myself in a universe of personalities, 
and personality has its own laws and 
regularities,—laws of will, or relation- 
ship, of harmony and response. I came 
to see that love is a law, and pity a 
law, and mercy a law, and forgiveness 
of repentant sinners a law, and divine 
fidelity a law, and overflowing readiness 
to supply, a law, and readiness to cre- 
ate all that is needful, a law. These, I 
éame to realize, are the immutable laws, 
while the regularities which we discern, 
infer, measure, and are prone to extol, 
are no more than the visible and partial 
mechanism for their realization. ‘The 
heavens are the works of thine hands: 
they shall perish.’ Like the prophet, I 
saw a spirit in the wheels, guiding them, 
checking them, perchance even halting 
them—in any event gloriously using 
them for the fulfilling of the prayers 
of the Christian and the accomplishment 
of the purposes and promises of God.” 

* + . 

The architecture of the book is built 
around the six recorded prayers of Jesus. 
These are: 

The Prayer of Self-Dedication at Jor- 
dan (Luke 3:21, 22). 

The Prayer of Dependence (Luke 6: 12- 
38; Mark 1:34, 35). 

The Prayer of Intercession (John 11: 
41, 42; Luke 22:32-42; John 17:24). 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 6: 
11; Luke 10:23, 24; Luke 22:17). 

The Prayer of Submission (Mark 14: 
33, 34, 36). 

The Prayer of Fellowship (John 8: 
29; 16:32; 14:11). 

The golden quality of the writer’s 
exposition can best be illustrated by 
serial extracts from these sections. When 
he speaks of our Lord as praying in bap- 
tismal Jordan, he notes our debt to- this 
prayer as a reminder that the time of 
all times to pray is on life’s threshold, 
“not after we have tried and failed and 
life’s bloom is off and God looms before 
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the soul as a possible last resort.” Then 
he adds this observation: 

“The summit of self-bestowal seems 
reached when we discover that Jesus 
does not hide even his prayers from us. 
He knows nothing of that constraint 
which we so often feel when we try 
to pray before others. Ten times in 

(Continued on page 968) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Reformed Episcopal Church 


Could you give me brief information 
regarding the Reformed Episcopal Church 
which has just come out from the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches? What I would 
like to know is, Did they at one: time 
belong to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, or Church of England?—An Illi- 
nois reader. 


This inquiry evidently came as the re- 
sult of an editorial note in the Tmvgs 


- (July 28, 1945) that reported the official 


action of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, which voted at its triennial 
meeting in Philadelphia in May to with- 
draw from the Federal Council. In 
reply, the Tmves wrote as follows: 

“We are glad to give you the following 
information from ‘The New Handbook 
of All Denominations’: 

“The Reformed Episcopal Church was 
organized in New York City December 
2, 1873, with eight clergymen, including 
one bishop, and twenty laymen. The 
bishop was George David Cummins, 
who had been assistant bishop of the 
diocese of Kentucky until in November 
of that year, when he withdrew from 
the Church: Bishop Cummins became 
the first bishop of the new church; but 
the Rev. Charles Edward Cheney, of 
Chicago, was elected bishop of the West 
and consecrated by Bishop Cummins. 

“*The immediate occasion fer the sep- 
aration was the participation of Bishop 
Cummins in a union sacramental serv- 
ice in New York, and the criticism to 
which he was subjected, in his Church. 

“In doctrine and organization the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church is similar to 
the parent body, except that it rejects 
the doctrine that the Lord’s table is an 
altar on which the oblation of the body 
and blood of Christ is offered anew to 
the Father; that the presence of Christ 
in the Lord’s Supper is a presence in 
the elements of bread and wine; and that 
regeneration is .inseparably connected 
with baptism. It rejects also the doc- 
trine that Christian ministers are priests 
in any other sense than that in which 
all other believers are a ‘royal priest- 
hood.’ Members are received from other 
churches on letters of dismissal, and 
clergymen, duly ordained in other com- 
munions, are not reordained on entering 
its ranks.’ 

“In addition to the above information, 
we would add thgt the reason for the 
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criticism of Bishop Cummins’s partici- 
pation in a union Communion service 
was based upon the Episcopal doctrine 
that Apostolic succession alone qualifies 
a minister to administer Communion. 
Bishop Cummins knew that the men 
participating in the union service were 
strong in their Fundamental faith, al- 
though members of other denominations, 
and therefore believed that they could 
all participate together in administering 
the service. 

“It is also true that the final separa- 
tion from the parent body was based 
Iargely upon the issue of the so-called 
‘Tractarian’ or ‘Puseyite’ movement (a 
trend toward high church formalism, ap- 
proaching almost to Roman Catholicism 
in many instances), and increasing Lib- 
eralism. Thus the Reformed Episcopal 
Church was a truly reform movement, 
and has maintained an evangelical stand 
down to the present day. 

“The Chicago branch was organized 
because Bishop Cheney refused to say 
in the Baptismal service, ‘This child be- 
ing now regenerate.’ He held that this 
was contrary to the doctrine of eternal 
security, since the Protestant Episcopal 
Church held that the child became un- 
regenerate when it reached the age of 
accountability. He.was tried and put 
out of the Church and his entire mem- 
bership withdrew with him.” 

This answer to the inquiry from an 
Illinois reader’ was submitted to the 
Rev. Robert Knight Rudolph, B.D., 
registrar and professor of Systematic 
and Biblical Theology and Ethics at the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church (25 S. 43rd St., Phila- 
delphia 4). In his reply, which follows, 
Professor Rudolph gives further light 
on the Reformed Episcopal Church: 


The letter which you forwarded to me 
presents very adequately the position of 
our church and the causes of its incep- 
tion. Especially so when you added the 
note about Bishop Cheney. 

The only thing which I would add is 
that great dissatisfaction was felt by 
members of the “Latimer Society” (within 
the P. E. Church) with the theology of 
Dr. Briggs and much said about it at that 
time in the columns of the Recorder. 
There was a clear revolt against the High 
Church movement, but also against the 
Broad Church movement. It should be 
remembered that our Church first made 
clear provision for the premillennial po- 
sition and for liberty of eschatology upon 
the part of her membership. 

Her founders sought to provide a basis 
for the reception of Christians from many 
communions—a basis for a truly doc- 
trinal union. Baptism: either by pouring, 
immersion, or sprinkling; called baptism 
but not completed until confirmation. 
Liturgy: made Biblical, not repressive’ of 
freedom of prayer, not mandatory for 
evening or other services except morning, 
Calvinism: stressed in connection with the 
work of the Holy Spirit, natural inability, 
security of the believer, but made free 
to reconciliation by the membership as 
to the relation of Man’s freedom and 
God’s sovereignty. (Cf. Articles 4, 7, and 
18.) Note that every member is to speak 
out that solution which he deems wise. 
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George C. Stebbins 


The beloved composer of hymns, who helped many thousands 
to sing and make melody in their hearts to the Lord 


By DELAVAN L. PIERSON 


passed from earth to his Heavenly 

Home at the age of ninety-nine 
—the oldest song writer living at the 
time. His life was one filled with 
heavenly music expressed in “the uni- 
versal language of mankind.” George 
C. Stebbins, by setting Gospel truth to 
tuneful melodies, made many beautiful 
verses appeal to hearts all over the 
world, verses that might otherwise have 
been forgotten. His music opened the 
furrows of men’s minds to permit the 
entrance of Life-giving seed. The -ex- 
tent and eternal fruitfulness of his work 
cannot be estimated, but he was clearly 
“approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed.” 


A Music-Lover as a Boy 


George C. Stebbins was a modest, re- 
tiring man who never exalted himself. 
He was born on a farm in western New 
York about fifty miles from Niagara 
Falls. He once wrote to the Editor of 
Tue SunpAY ScHOoL Trmes: “I was born 
to follow the plow and to handle the 
hoe — but I learned to sing and to love 
music at the age of thirteen when I at- 
tended a singing school in the little 
red one-room schoolhouse.” ‘Here the 
farmer boy received most of his 
early education. 

He was born on February 26, 
1846, in Orleans County, and was 
one of five children. His father, 
who was a strong character, 
known for his Christian zeal 
and wise leadership, died-when 
George was twelve years of 
age. The mother was “valiant 
in faith and good works,” and 
lived to a serene old age to 
bless her children and friends. 

The singing schodl was 
taught once a week by Dexter 
Manly, who received the munif- 
icent sum of $3 a night for his 
work. He was a man of fine 
character, with a good tenor 
voice, and carried around with 
him an “Elbow Melodeon” — 
or accordion—to accompany 
his singing and instruction. * He 
knew how to give his- pupils a 
love for good music, and found 
in George an apt pupil. A great 
event, when George was six- 
teen, was the arrival of a piano 
in the Stebbins home, the first 
he had ever seen. On this he 
learried to accompany himself 
in singing some of the popular 
songs of the day. The lad jour- 


RR passes tr a beloved musician 


Having nearly reached the century 
milestone, George C. Stebbins went 
Home to be with the Lord on Octo- 
ber 6. At the request of the Editors, 
Mr. Pierson, who was for many years 
editor of the former Missionary 
Review of the World, has written this 
biographical sketch of the writer 
whose hymns are sung all over the 
world. 

As announced in the Thanksgiving 
Number, Mr. Pierson will also write 
ten other biographical sketches for 
The Sunday School Times during 
1946, telling of the life and work of 
the following famous Christians: 

John Knox, George Mueller, 
George Whitefield, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, Adoniram Judson, Sir George 
Williams, Robert McCheyne, Thomas 
Chalmers, Christmas Evans, John G. 
Paton. 





neyed sixty miles to Buffalo, once a 
week, to study voice under the best 
teacher in the city, and later he went 
to Rochester to study singing and the 
violin. There George became tenor in 
a church quartet, and about this time 
married Elma Miller, the daughter of 





George C. Stebbins 
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a local preacher. His wife was a loving 
arid helpful companion for nearly half 
a century; she was also musical, and 
for many years joined her husband in 
duets in Gospel meetings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stebbins moved to Chi- 
cago in 1869. He there joined church 
choirs, became director of music in the 
First Baptist Church, and secured a 
position in a well-known music store. 
He met for the first time several Gospel 
singers, including P. P. Bliss and Ira 
D. Sankey, and was one of the charter 
members of the Chicago Apollo Club — 
organized soon after the great Chicago 
fire of 1872. 


Joining Moody and Sankey 


Two years later Mr. and Mrs. Stebbins 
moved to Boston for the purpose of con- 
tinuing his musical studies in that center 
of culture. He had believed in Christ 
and had lived in a Christian atmosphere 
since boyhood, but now he learned what 
it was to accept Christ as his personal 
Saviour and Lord and was led to con- 
sider seriously God’s claim on all of 
his life and talents. In Boston he met 
Dr. A. J. Gordon ,t and led the singing 
in the Clarendon Street Church and 
Sunday School. Later he became direc- 
tor of music in the famous Tremont 
Temple. While living in Boston he also 
came in contact with some famous 
evangelists and Bible teachers, includ- 
ing Dr. James H. Brooks of St. Louis, 
Dr. William J. Erdman, and Major D. 
W. Whittle, whom he had met earlier 
in Chicago. The result was an invita- 
tion to go to Northfield, Mass., to spend 
Sunday at the home of D. L. 
Moody, the great evangelist 
who had recently returned from 
a fruitful campaign in Great 
Britain. The acceptance of this 
invitation’ changed the whole 
course of Mr. Stebbins’ life. 
He was asked to lead the sing- 
ing at some meetings in the vil- 
lage church and, as a result, 
was invited to join Mr. Moody 


and Mr. Sankey in gheir 
evangelistic campaigns. After 
prayerful consideration, Mr. 


Stebbins decided to give up his 
ambition to become a great 
singer, and to devote his life 
to the ministry of music in the 
evangelistic field, with his time 
wholly at the call of Mr. Moody 
and his associates in Gospel 
work. ‘ 

By this association George C. 
Stebbins learned to love the 
service of Christ, to value 
prayer and the study of the 
Bible even more than he loved 
music. His closé association 
continued with D. L. Moody for 
over twenty years, at the North- 
field Conferences and in evange- 





1 Father of Ernest Gordon, writer 
of the “Survey” in the Times, 
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listie campaigns in America, the British 
Isles, and other lands, and brought him 
into prominence. In 1876 he organized a 
choir of 1,000 voices to sing in Farwell 
Hall, Chicago, and again led great serv- 
ices of song during the World’s Fair in 
Chicago in 1893. During these campaigns 
Gospel singing, in solos and choruses, 
became very popular and effective for 
the salvation of souls. This was espe- 
cially true of such songs as “Almost 
Persuaded, Now to Believe,” “Fully 
Trusting,” “It Is Well with My Soul,” 
and “What Shall the Harvest Be?” The 
lack of familiarity of most of the pres- 
ent generation of youth with such Gos- 
pel songs is greatly to be deplored. 

During his nearly half a century of 
active service George C. Stebbins was 
closely associated with many religious 
awakenings in cities all over America, 
in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, 
in Palestine and in India, and other for- 
eign lands. The music that he wrote, 
the choruses that he trained, and the 
solos he sang were the means of lead- 
ing untold multitudes into new life in 
Jesus Christ and new joy in His service. 
For some years he lived in Brooklyn, 
N. ¥., and was associated with Dr. 
George F. Pentecost in the Tompkins Ave- 
nue Church and in world-wide evange- 
listic work. He finally retired to his 
country home in Catskill, N. Y., from 
whence he was called to his eternal 
reward, on October 6, 1945, less than five 
months before he would have reached 
his one hundredth birthday. 

The beautiful Christian character and 
consistent faith of George C. Stebbins 
impressed all who came into contact 
with him. His quiet modesty led him 
never to exalt himself or to seek promi- 
nence for his talents. Song books that 
he compiled contained comparatively 
few selections from his own music. His 
courtesy was proverbial and untfailing; 
_ to the last each letter he wrote breathed 
a spirit of love and humility, and of 
appreciation for others. In ‘his volume 
of “Reminiscences” he dwells much.more 
on the fame and fruitful work of those 
associated with him than on his own 
truly important contribution to the cam- 
paigns. 

The Christian ministry of this sweet 
singer and composer not only extended 
over three quarters of a century, but 
his contacts were wide and his influence 
profound. He estimated that he had 
written the music for nearly 1,500 songs, 
many of which are known, loved, and 
sung all over the world. They appear 
in many church hymnals and convention 
song books in America and Great Britain. 
The words of “The Evening Prayer,” 
beginning: 

Saviour, breathe an ev’ning blessing, 

Ere repose our spirits seal, 
were written by an English architect 
to whom the theme was suggested by 
a volume of Abyssiniar™travels which 
described an evening prayer in the camp. 
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Mr. Stebbins set the words to music in 
1876 and rescued the beautiful seng from 
oblivion. It has become a world-wide 
favorite, and was one of those often sung 
by missionaries in China during the test- 
ing time of the Boxer Rebellion in 1900. 

The spiritual fruitage of Mr. Stebbins’ 
consecrated talents was remarkably rich. 
He was a devout Bible student, and en- 
tered whole-heartedly into the spirit and 
truth of the Gospel message. He sought 
successfully to write music fitted to the 
theme and rhythm of the sacred words. 
This is evident in such hymns as “Saved 
by Grace,” written by the blind poetess, 
Fanny Crosby; also in “Take Time to Be 
Holy,” and in “True Hearted, Whole 
Hearted, Faithful and Loyal,” by Frances 
Ridley Havergal. He also wrote the 
music for: 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine 

own way ! 

Thou art the Potter; I ‘am the clay. 

. aa S * 

There is a green hill far away, 

Without a city wall. 

7 . * 

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 

Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come. 

Many interesting and impressive 
stories are told about the spiritual re- 
sults that came from singing some of 
the songs set to music by Mr. Stebbins. 
“In the secret of His presence, how my 
soul delights to hide!” was written by 
Ellen Lakshmi Goreh, a high caste In- 
dian who was converted to Christ and 
spent some time in the home of an Eng- 
lish clergyman. Mr, Stebbins wrote the 
music in 1883 and its use has been world- 
wide. J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the 
China Inland Mission, said that this was 


_one of the favorite songs of the C.I.M. 


missionaries. 

Mr. Stebbins was a faithful and ef- 
fective personal worker in evangelistic 
meetings, as well as a messenger in song. 

“I’ve found a Friend, oh, such a 
Friend,” was once sung in a cottage 
prayer meeting in England to which a 
careless young man came. This souZ 
touched his heart, and the next day he 
wrote a letter saying: “That song was 
a favorite of my dear sister, who is wait- 
ing for me in Heaven. I have now 
promised to meet her there, by God's 
grace.” 





A Stebbins Memorial 


A committee has been formed in 
Catskill, N. Y., to establish a memo- 
rial to Mr. Stebbins. The committee 
plans to buy carillonic tower bells to 
be placed in the Catskill Methodist 
Church. The chimes will ring out 
daily Mr. Stebbins’ Gospel composi- 
tions. Those who would like to have 
a share in this memorial may send 
subscriptions to Mr. Wendell Sher- 
man, president of the Tanners Na- 
tional Bank, who is the treasurer of 
the George C. Stebbins Memorial, 
Catskill, N. Y.—The Editors. 
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About the much used song, “Saved by 
Grace,” a newspaper in Allegheny, Pa., 
gave the following story under large 
headlines’ 

“The congregation of Christ Episcopal 
Church was startled yesterday morning 
by a sensational supplemenit to the serv- 
ice. The church was filled with devout 
worshipers. The Rector was about to 
make an announcement when an inci- 
dent occurred which will never be for- 
gotten by those present. A neatly dressed 
womarl, about thirty years of age, rose 
to her feet and, struggling with emotion, 
began to speak. She told how she had 
left the church; she then painted the 
hideousness of sin, and the joys of a 
pure life. ‘I was christened in this 
church,’ she said, ‘and attended the Sun- 
day school. My mother was a devout 
member here, but at fifteen I deserted 
my home and married an actor. In dra- 
matic circles, in variety business, and 
in the circus, I spent godless years. 
One afternoon, in Chicago, I was on my 
way to spend the time in revelry, when 
I happened on an open air meeting. 
Through curiosity I stopped to listen. 
Now I know that God arrested my foot- 
steps. They were singing ‘Saved by 
Grace,’ and the melody impressed me. 
Recollections: of my childhood came 
trooping into my soul. I remembered 
that in all the years of my absence, 
my mother had been praying for me. 
Falling on my knees on the curbstone, 
I asked God’s pardon. Then and there 
I received it and rose with a peace that 
has never forsaken me. I gave up my 
former manner of life and have lived 
for His service ever since. The pew 
directly opposite me was the one once 
occupied by my mother and myself. I 
feel that the Lord sent me here to give 
this\ testimony.’ ” 

A volume might -be filled with such 
testimonies to show the power of songs 
that are true to the Word of God and 
are filled ‘with the Gospel of Christ. It 
is a far cry from a farmer boy, learning 
to sing in a little red schoolhouse in the 
backwoods, to a master of sacred music 
leading thousands of people in singing 
Gospel hymns and moving kings and 
queens, nobles and peasants, business- 
men and scholars by their loving mes- 
Sages set melodiously to sweet har- 
monies. Countless lives were brought 
into fellowship with God and were 
transformed, largely because one yoyng 
man gave himself and his talents to 
Jesus Christ, without reserve. 


Upper Montcrai, N. J. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Il. Israel and the Church in Prophecy 


Concluding the review of an important book published this year 
By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


E NOW come to Dr. Allis’s major 

thesis, which is expressed even 
on the title page. It is this: that 
the prophecies to Israel in the Old Tes- 
tament are fulfilled in the Church of the 
New Testament, and that there is an 
unbroken continuity between the peo- 
ple of God of the Old Testament and 
the people of God of the New Testa- 
ment; that Israel does not have a large 
place in the future of this earth, and 
that prophecies that seem to imply such 
are to be spiritualized and assigned to 
the’Church. Furthermore, he says that 
this view that Israel and the Church are 
distinct is new in the Christian Church, 
beginning, for the most part (he says), 
at the dawn of the nineteenth century, 
and that the idea that the Church is a 
parenthesis in God’s prophetic program 
has not been held by the great inter- 
preters down through the ages. It is 
true that this doctrine of a future bless- 
edness for Israel as distinct from the 
Church was revived in the nineteenth 
century, but that it was new is not cor- 
rect. Even three hundred years ago, 
in this country, a president of Harvard 
University, Increase Mather, was writ- 
ing books defending the doctrine of the 
return of the Jews to Palestine accord- 
ing to a prophetic program and a par- 
ticular place for those Jews. But it is 
not a question so much of different in- 
terpretations in different ages as it is, 
What does the Word of God say? 


Dr. Allis shows the weakness of his 
position in two different ways. On the 
one hand, he is himself unable to pre- 
sent a constructive arrangement of the 
great prophecies of the Bible concerning 
the future. His book is a criticism of 
the premillennial view, that the Church 
and Israel are distinct, but it does not 
offer a constructive interpretation of the 
prophecies which he refuses to accept as 
supporting the dispensational view. What 
one would like to ask is, What would 
Dr. Allis do with such a passage as 
Zechariah 12, regarding God’s future de- 
fense of Jerusalem; or, with the third 
chapter of Joel, regarding the Battle of 
Armageddon, and the judgment of the 
nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat? 
What would Dr. Allis do with such pas- 
sages as Amos 9:13-15 and Jeremiah 24: 
6, 7, in which it is definitely said that 
the Lord would bring Israel back and 
plant her in her land, and there she 
would remain undisturbed and unre- 





This article completes Dr. Smith’s review 
of the book entitled “Prophecy and the 
Church,” by Oswald T. Allis, D.D., Ph.D. 
(Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 
Philadetrhia 4: @9.50.) 


moved, planted forever? What would 
Dr. Allis do with all the passages that 
speak of the throne of David being: set 
up in the city of Jerusalem? For there 
is certainly ~~ throne of David: in 
Heaven, anc -.usalem on earth is not 
Jerusalem in Heaven. In other words, 
if the general view of those who hold 
that Israel and the Church must be kept 
distinct is repudiated, then you have 
nothing but chaos when it comes to in- 
tefpreting large sections of Old Testa- 
ment prophecies. 


But the most serious perversion of 
the whole general view of Biblical teach- 
ing regarding the Church, Dr. Allis 
makes when he pushes his views to their 
logical end, and attempts to interpret 
the prophecies of Daniel 2 and Daniel 
7, regarding the four great empires, and 
the fifth that is to follow. I have not 
seen in any book by a real Biblical 
scholar, who believes the inspired Word 
of God, anything so tragic as this for 
many, many years: Dr. Allis dares to 
say that this stone cut out of Heaven 
is the kingdom of Christ, which is also, 
he says, the Church of Christ, and then 
he makes the statement that the task 
of this kingdom, or of the Church, the 
Christian Church, is “to subdue and 
overthrow all other kingdoms” ! 


Well, if the task of the Church is to 
overthrow other kingdoms, then for 
nineteen centuries we have made an 
awful failure of it, for today the king- 
doms of the world are more wicked and 
antichristian and godless than they ever 
were. If it is our business to over- 
throw the armed kingdoms of this world, 
the Church had better begin to invent 
some atomic bombs and get an army of 
a hundred million men to destroy these 
kingdoms. What a tragic interpretation ! 
What a mistake to say that the task of 
the Church is to overthrow the kingdoms 
of this earth! 


In fact, Dr. Allis is led to place too 
great emphasis upon the great organ- 
ized denominations of Christendom. He 
confuses the denominations with the true 
Church of Christ, though many in the 
denominations of course are believers. 
I am a member of a denomination my- 
self, the same one that Dr. Allis is a 
member of; but when he says, “The 
members of the true Church will all be 
found, except under very unusual cir- 
stances, in one or another of the pro- 
fessing churches, or as they are often 


‘called denominations of Christendom,” 


then I radically disagree. More and 
more, as denominations become apos- 
tate, true believers will be found out- 
side of these denominations. . This ex- 
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altation of denominations is dangerous. 
They can be apostate. I am not an. anti. 
denominational man, but we sin when 
we do not see what some of these de- 
nominations are doing. And this leads 
to one of the major criticisms of this 
volume of Dr. Allis. 

One of the great faults of this book 
is that it ignores apostasy, the present 
apostasy. Dr. Allis not only ignores the : 
possibility of the apostasy, but he re- 
frains from commenting on any of those 
great passages which teach an apostasy, 
as for. instance the second chapter of 
2 Thessalonians, and the third chapter 
of 2 Timothy. Our Lord Himself said 
that at the end deceivers and false 
christs would come. Dr. Allis had’ to 
leave Princeton Seminary because he 
was convinced it wasn’t true to the faith. 
I heard him once in a General Assembly 
boldly stand up for the faith and reject 
a Modernist who was up for a high 
office. Dr. Allis, apostasy is upon us. 
And it is growing deeper and darker 
and more deadly. And the fact that you 
do not recognize it, and do not treat the 
passages that predict it, is only an in- 
dictment of the whole prophetic view 
that you hold. Thank God, we were 
forewarned of this apostasy. We knew 
it was coming, but that doesn’t keep us 
from grieving over it. 


These, then, are three major faults 
in Dr. Allis’s view of prophecy in re- 
lation to the Church: it fails to discover 
a safe, clear scheme for the understand- 
ing of scores of Old Testament predic- 
tions; it wholly misconstrues the New 
Testament doctrine of the task of the 
Church; it ignores the great mass of 
New Testament teaching about the final 
apostasy. 

His attitude toward the future of Is- 
rael leads him to say this: “Whether 
the’ Jews are to return to the earthly 
Canaan is a matter of relatively little 
earthly importance. That they may be- 
come citizens of the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, is the only thing that really 
matters.” True, and false. It is im- 
portant that they hear the Gospel and 
believe it. It is-also important that God’s 
program for the Jew in Palestine should 
be recognized. But, Dr. Allis, isn’t this 
true, that those who believe in a future 
for Israel in Palestine are the most eager 
evangelists among the Jews today?) Who 
are supporting Jewish missions? . What 
view did Adolph Saphir hold, and Alfred. 
Edersheim, and David Baron, and Joseph 
Wilkinson? Students of the Word, re- 
deemed Jews, washed in the blood, lov- 
ing their people, suffering their insults, 
winning others— they held both views: 
that the Jew should be saved by the 
cross, and that the Jew has a future in 
Palestine. No one can say that those 
who hold the view of a future for Israel 
are at the same time indifferent to the 
salvation of Israel now. It is the re- 
verse. 


There are some questions in prophecy 
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that are difficult. Dr. Allis has set them 
forth, and rightly so. How, for instance, 
Israel can possess the promised land 
and the whole earth be cleansed with 
fire, and become a new earth, is a prob- 
lem. The interpretation of Romans 11: 
17-24 is difficult. The meaning of the 
144,000 has never fully and finally been 
solved. - For myself, I think we need 
to give very careful attention to the 
issue Dr. Allis raises, namely, if we 
agree we find the Church in the Book 
of Ruth, typologically, why not in Ezek- 
iel; if the Church is prefigured in the 
marriage of Isaac, why may we not find 
it prophesied in Isaiah? All these things 
are important, and we are not dogmatic 
as to their final interpretation. In fact, 
the study of Dr. Allis’s book would lead 
me to say this: that we need to re- 
examine the entire foundation of our 
prophetic views. We need to give our- 
selves anew to the study — the thorough, 
prolonged, exhaustive study—of these 
divine records. In fact, we need today, 
a new, great, scholarly, clear work on 
Biblical predictive prophecy. Frankly, 
I know of no work, now in print, that 
covers this whole subject satisfactorily. 
Someone should rise up and devote ten 
years to this one aspect of Biblical truth, 
and clear the air of much of its fog, 
and reaffirm the great themes of this 
major portion of the Word of God. And 
in this book the whole history of pro- 
phetic interpretation should be carefully 
considered. One of the faults of Dr. 
Allis’s book is that he hardly touches on 
any of the prophetic literature of the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Church from Augustine to the beginning 
of the nineteenth century. 


Finally, in this dark hour,, in this 
hour when the world is fearful, when it 
would seem to be on the verge of com- 
mitting suicide, when man: has revealed 
himself to be more fearfully brutal and 
selfish and murderous than ever in hu- 
man history, in this dark hour, how can 
Dr. Allis deny that the only hope of the 
world is in the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and set forth the idea tnat the 
Church is the hope of the world, or that 
preaching is the hope of the world? The 
Gospel is the hope of individual men, 
their only hope; but the return of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords is the 
blessed hope, and the only hope, for this 
chaotic, bleeding, unbelieving, brutal 
world. The Church has its place, its 
function, its work. It is not doing what 
it ought. Let us pray God it will. But 
with the Church is the world, with faith 
there is unbelief, and our Lord Christ 
before He went to Heaven asked 
whether, when He returned, there would 
even be any faith on earth, Dr. 
Allis sees Biblical predictive prophecy 
through the spectacles of the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith, which, magnifi- 
cent statement of Christian truth as it 
is, was, as all must admit, weak in most 
matters of eschatology and silent on 
many others. We must construct our 
view of the future, as portrayed for us 
in the prophetic Scriptures, through the 
eyes of the prophets and apostles them- 
selves. 


Fourteen Clues to Inattention 
How a public school teacher profited by them in her Sunday school work 


ANY years ago when I was an un- 
dergraduate in the State Teachers’ 

College in Albany, N. Y., I assisted one 
of the critic teachers with her papers. 
One day she gave me a pile, saying: 

“Go through these papers and list the 
causes of inattention which I have stated, 
as I have watched these students teach.” 

That study of those papers is more 
vivid in my mind today than any les- 
son or lecture of my years spent at that 
college. It has been of tremendous value 
in my work through the years as a public 
school and church school and coilege 
teacher. Here are some of the things 
listed — things that one sees and hears 
continually when visiting schools or 
classes: ’ 

1."You. are not ready and set to go 
when your pupils come into your room. 
You have to look for your pencil, or 
you must hunt for the place in your 
notebook, or you need to speak to some- 
one before you begin your lesson. Be 
all ready. : 

2. Smile occasionally. Students of all 
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ages want to study in a cheery atmos- 
phere. Even a good, hearty laugh is 
sometimes a fine way to pick up atten- 
tion that lags. 

3. Begin with something interesting. 
You often begin in this way, “You will 
remember that yesterday we were study- 
ing...” That’s a sure way of making 
your students feel tired and bored. Be- 
gin with a striking fact, or a story, or 
a provoking question. 

4. Know your lesson. Know it so well 
that you feel sure that you can’t get 
all the interesting things in that you 
want to leave with the class. This will 
make you speak faster, and work faster. 
In the preparation of most lessons you 
should have consulted many books of 
reference, not just your textbook. Un- 
less necessary to refer to the text, keep 
your book out of sight. 

5. You work too slowly; you move too 
slowly. Your pupils have time to think 
up mischief while you are getting your 


-sentences out. Speed up to the tempo 


of your class. 
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‘6. Watch your clothing and ornaments. 
The. dangle on your dress caught the 
sunlight, as I watched you recently, and 
was very. disturbing. It could easily 
cause you much confusion in class. 

7. Don’t do all the work yourself. 
Why not havé maps and poems and 
quotations put on the board before class, 
by a pupil, rather than taking the time 
to put them there yourself with your 
back turned to your class. Eyes always 
interested, alert, and watchful is a good 
motte. 

8. You look afraid of your class. You 
will never be a good disciplinarian until 
you look poised and efficient. 

9. Jim Dale is nervous and needs help. 
Watch his face. When you see he is 
wavering in attention or interest, drop 
in a little illustration, or ask'a ques- 
tion of him direct. The best disciplin- 
arians are those who forestall ‘trouble, 
not those who can dominate the class 
and force obedience. 

10. You need to change the seating in 
your room. Mary needs to be nearer the 
light, because of her poor eyesight; but 
Ned ought to be far across the room 
from Kate, Their tongues are always 
ready to be neighborly. 

11. Encourage the use of pictures, es- 
pecially the pictures found by the chil- 
dren. But when you use picturés, pass 
them silently and tactfully, so as not to 
let your whole class get into confusion. 
It takes minutes to get them back into 
receptivity again. Usually it is a good 
plan to have one pupil pass from desk 
to desk, holding out the picture for each 
child to see. 

12, Don’t try to do written work and 
teaching at the same time. You couldn't 
do good work under those conditions. 
Why expect the pupils to do it? 

13. Why not loan that interesting book 
you were using to one of the best pupils 
in the class and ask him to bring back 
ten interesting facts he found in the first 
two chapters, perhaps? Encourage your 
class to find facts to broaden what you 
have tried to teach. 

14, Forgive a deliberate breaking of 
rules once or twice, but don’t ‘threaten. 
Discipline the child by extra work or 
by sending him from the room. In your 
class it seems to be the style to be talk- 
ative and inattentive. That means it is 
done day after day until it becomes a 
habit. See to it that you get attention 
by having something worth while to 
say. Say it cheerfully, but with the 
assurance of a teacher who knows what 
to do, and then expect your pupils to 
be courteous and co-operative. 

Those are some of the things that I 
found in that'paper, years ago. After 


I had studied them, I went from my 
own classroom to study myself. I knew 
there must be a reason why if my pupils 
didn’t care to listen to me, and that there 
was a good chance that the trouble la 
with myself, . 


~ (Continued on page 969) 
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International Uniform Lesson.—\saiah 9:2-7; Luke 1:26-80, Hebrews 1:1-4, 1 Peter 313-18, 22, Jude 24, 25; 
printed text, Isaiah 9:2, 3, 6, 7; Luke 1:26-33 


shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 


Golden Text.—For unto us a child is born, goto a0 © c00 b.gives 


Kurc James a 
Isa. 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 


light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon — 


them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 


6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will 
perform this. 


Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 


: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 


the qveclastiag Fethen, The Prince of Peace.—isa. 9:6 


27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose mame was Joseph, 
of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was 

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women. 

29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, 
and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. 

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favour with God. 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: 

33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. ltonside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HRIST is exalted only as He is 
( recognized as Lord and His Word 

is obeyed. It therefore becomes 
all who profess faith in Him to give 
Him, by complete surrender to His will, 
the glory due to His name. Thus He 
will be honored and His authority con- 
fessed. He is earth’s rightful King and 
eventually all nations will own Him as 
their sovereign Ruler. But it is a great 
mistake to suppose that this will ever 
come to pass during the present age. 
Not until He returns, in accordance with 
His own Word, to “sit upon the throne 
of his glory” (Matt. 25:31), will He take 
His great power and reign (Rev. 11:17). 
To speak of Christ as King of the nations 
now is to misinterpret the Scriptures 
entirely as to the great doctrine of the 
Kingdom of .God and His Christ. This 
present evil world, or age (Gal. 1:4), 
is to continue in rebellion against the 
Lord, until it is closed in judgment. 
Then, when Jesus is revealed from 
Heaven in flaming fire, with His mighty 
angels, visiting condign judgment on all 
adversaries of the truth (2 Thess. 1:7-10), 
He will reign as King of kings and Lord 
of lords (Rev. 19:16). 

Until that glorious day, it is only Sines 
who have been born again among the 
nations who will recognize Him as the 
true King, against whom the world, as 
such, is in rebellion. Christians are 
responsible so to behave themselves in 
the nation to which they belong by natu- 
ral birth or naturalization, that men 
will see in them the characteristics now 
of Christ’s Kingdom, and so many of 
them will be won to obedience to Jesus 
Christ as Lord. But the great majority 
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will ever be opposed to His rule over 
their lives or over the nation as such, 
until, when His judgments are in the 
world, the inhabitants of the earth shall 
learn righteousness (Isa. 26:9). 


The Historical Setting 


Isaiah prophesied concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem in the eighth century be- 
fore Christ, from the reign of Uzziah, 
approximately 758 B.C., to that of Heze- 
kiah, which began about 726 B.C. The 
exact years of the prophet’s life and 
ministry are not known. -The angelic 
announcement concerning the birth of 
Christ was made to Mary some five years 
before the period called A.D., owing to 
a mistake in calculation as to the date 
of Herod’s death. 


Verse by Verse 


Isa. 9:2.—“The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light.” This 
is a prophetic foreview of the coming 
into the world of Jesus, the “light of the 
world,” who was destined to bring sal- 
vation and blessing to untold millions of 
earth’s inhabitants, though rejected by 
His own nation and also by the nations 
of the Gentiles as such. 

Verse 3—“Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy.” The 
nation here is Israel and should not be 
understood as referring to any other peo- 
ple. It is questionable whether the nega- 
tive not should be retained or removed. 
The consensus of opinion among spir- 
itually-minded scholars is that -it should 
be omitted, as the nassage looks forward 
to the future blessing of the favored 
nation. 


Verse 6.—“Unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given.” The twofold nature 
of our Lord is here set forth. As to His 
humanity He is‘the child born of Mary. 
As to His deity He is the Son given of 


the Father to be our Redeemer (1 John 
4:9, 10). In God’s due time, He is to 
take over the governorship of the 
nations. This refers, however, not to 
His first, but to His second advent. The 
names given Him all indicate the dig- 
nity of His person. He is “Wonderful,” 
“The mighty God” manifested in flesh, 
the “Father of the Ages,” which is the 
meaning of the next expression, and 
“The Prince of Peace,” under whose 
beneficent and righteous rule all nations 
will be brought into the enjoyment of 
peace. 


Verse 7.—“The throne of David.” This 
is not the Father’s throne on which He 
now sits. It is the throne of authority 
over the world, which He will occupy 
when He comes again. The two thrones 
are distinguished for us very clearly in 
Revelation 3:21. Up to the present hour, 
the Lord Jesus has never occupied the 
throne of David. He will fulfill this 
promise when He takes the Kingdom 
and then He will “establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice,” to go on for- 
ever. No effort of man or of Satan can 
thwart this purpose, for “the zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.” 


Luke 1:26—“The angel Gabriel was 
sent from God.” The time had come to 
begin the fulfillment of the divine pro- 
gram. Gabriel is one of the two holy 
angels mentioned by name in Holy 
Scripture. The only other is Michael. 
Gabriel had informed Daniel of events 
connected with Messiah’s coming (Dan. 
9:21-27). Now he was sent by God to 
inform Mary that she was to be the 
mother of this glorious One, who was 
to redeem Israel and bring salvation to 
the world. 


Verse 27.—“‘A virgin ... of the house 
of David ... Mary.” Mary was the 
one spoken of by Isaiah more than 706 
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yésts before (Isa. 7:14) who, though a 
virgin, was to ‘be the mother of a Son. 
Joseph, to whom she was espoused but 
not married, and she were both of the 
lineage of David. 


Verse 28—"“Blessed art thou among 
women.” No other woman has ever 
been, or ever will be, so signally hon- 
ored as Mary. It was given to her to 
bfing the Saviour into the world and to 
hourish Him in His infancy and care for 
Him in His childhood and youth. In 
this sense, we need not be afraid to 
speak of “the blessed virgin Mary,” but 
the idea that she was always virgin and 
did not become a normal wife after the 
birth of her firstborn Son is a figment 
of the imagination (Matt. 1:24, 25). 


Verse 29.—“She was troubled at his 
saying.” To this simple-hearted, modest, 
and humble young woman, the angel’s 
salutation was almost incomprehensible. 
She could not imagine why she was so 
addressed. 


Verse 30.—“Fear not, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God.” Gabriel 
proceeded to reassure her by giving her 
to know that God had dealt with her 
graciously, thus preparing her for the 
staftling announcement that was to 
follow. 


Verse 31.—“Thou shalt ... bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.” 


It was an amazing declaration to make - 


to a virgin, but it told Mary she was 
the destined mother of the promised 
Messiah. The name given to the child 
before His conception means “Jehovah 
the Saviour.” It indicated His myste- 
rious divine-human personality. 


Verse 32.—“He . . . shall be called the 
‘Son of the Highest.” He was to have 
no human father, but was to be in a 
unique sense, though a man born on 
éatth, the “Son of God” (v. 35). The 
angel went on to declare that the “Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David.” As to His humanity, 
He was the son of David and the proph- 
ecies concerning the throne of David 
and its universality of sway were to be 
fulfilled in Him. This promise, as we 
havé seen, awaits His second advent for 
its fulfillment. 


Verse 33—‘“‘He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever.” This will bes 
literally true of Him when He takes the 
Kingdom and His earthly people own 
Him. as Messiah in the coming day. Then 
the nations of the world will become 
subject to Him, for “of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” To attempt to spir- 
itualize these promises and to attempt to 
make them apply to the present age is 
to wrest Scripture and to deny that “all 

- things” which are written of Him will 
-be fulfilled (Luke 24:44). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The prophets of old told of the Sav- 
ieur who was coming into the world as 
the Son of a virgin. He is the One who 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
10. December 9.—The Christian’s Place 
in the Life of His Nation. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) Matthew 5; 1 
Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3:1-8; 1 Peter 2:1-17 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. December 23.—The Message of 
Christmas to the World 








is to sit upon the throne of David and 
who is to be Governor among the 
nations, ruling Israel and the world in 
righteousness. In His reign that era of 
universal peace, for which men have 
longed, will be brought about. During 
the present age, as rejected by both 
Israel and the nations of the Gentiles, 
He sits on the Father’s throne, wait- 
ing for the appointed hour when He is 
to return and fulfill all the promises 
made of old. In His personal absence, 
those who trust and love Him are re- 
sponsible to represent Him in the world 
and to seek to make Him known to men 
as Saviour and Lord. All who trust 
Him now will share in His glory when 
He returns. 


Lesson Outline 
EartH’s CoMING RULER 
1. The promised Light of the world (Isa. 
- 9:2) 

2. The future blessing of Israel (v. 3) 

3. The divine-human Redeemer (v. 6) 

4. The righteous King on David’s throne 
(v. 7) 

5. The annunciation to Mary (Luke 1: 
26-31) 

6. The Kingdom promises renewed (v. 
32) 

7. The universal Empire of the Lord 
Jesus (v. 33) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Christ in the Life of the Nation. Al- 
though it is folly to expect any nation 
to accept Christ’s authority during this 
present evil age, nevertheless, God holds 
men responsible for their attitude toward 
His Son. It is therefore the Christian’s 
solemn responsibility to present Christ’s 
claims as Lord of all (Acts 10:36) to men 
everywhere, and to call upon them to 
repent of their sins, both individually 
and nationally, in view of the coming 
day, when the Lord’s authority is to 
be established over all the earth (Acts 
17:30, 31). 


Summaries and Applications 

Christ came, the first time, to accom- 
plish the work of redemption. He is 
coming again to reign in righteousness. 

When Jesus presented Himself as 
earth’s rightful King, He was rejected 
by His own people, who cried, “We have 
no king but Cesar.” When He returns 
in power and glory, He will be hailed 
as the One who comes in the name of 
Jehovah (Matt. 23:39). 

Satan is the “prince of this world” 
(John 12:31) and the god of this age 
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(2 Cor. 4:4). He must be cast into the 
abyss before the nations will own the 
authority of God’s anointed King (Rev. 
20: 1-4). 


Men are called upon now to choose 
between allegiance to the usurper, Satan, 
the “prince of the power of the air” 
(Eph. 2:2), and Christ Jesus, the true 
and rightful Ruler, whose claims have 
been rejected. Have you made your 
choice? If not, why not look now to 
Christ in faith and own Him henceforth 
as your Saviour and Lord? 

CHICAGO. 

w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT is meant by the “throne of 
David’? 


» 2. Why should Christians not leave 
Christless nations to their own faiths? Are 
heathen religions merely other ways to 
God? 

3. Is not Jesus Christ reigning now over 
the naffons? 


4. Why do we hear so much throughout 
our nation today of thanks to God, but 
no mention of Jesus Christ? 

5. What is the only way out of economic, 
political, and social disaster for America? 


6. Was Mary chosen as the mother of 
the Lord Jesus because she was such a 
good woman? 


7. Why is it necessary to believe in the 
virgin birth of Christ? 

8. Distinguish the two advents of Christ 
as to their purpose. 


(Answers on page 962) 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
+ ed ear and explaining the oneness under which 
Mustrations” are accepted may had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is is paid for —_ 
lustration accepted, and $2 for 
lustrations must reach the Times three tnemine 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
earlier “Illustration Round 
Ta ." Preference is given to illustrati 
on ited lesson text. 


x of 
resent e, readers are asked to 
~By Wd Pg - 
four illustrations. 


it the 

Not Unless We Take Him—Unto us 
a son is given (Isa: 9:6, Golden Text). 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson tells of using John 
3:16 to help a boy: receive Christ. He 
quoted the verse and stressed the word 
“gave.” Showing the lad that Christ 
was God’s gift, he asked, “Doés the giv- 
ing of a gift make it yours?” The hoy 
replied, “You must take it if it is to be- 
come yours.” “True,” said the doctor, 
“and so Christ must be taken as God’s 
gift, if He is to become yours. I am a 
doctor,” he went on, “but I am not your 
doctor, am I?” “No,” said the lad. “Why 
not?” asked the doctor. “Because we 
never took you as our doctor,” replied 
the boy. “Very well, then, Jesus Christ 
is a Saviour, but He is not your Saviour 
unless you take Him. Will you de so 
now?” With bowed head, the boy told 














the Lord Jesus that he would take Him 
as his Saviour then and there—From . 
Sent by B. 


The Sunday School Times. 




















Lesson tor December |6 


M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 
tration. 


Evil Cannot Keep It Back.—The gov- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulder 
(Isa. 9.6, Golden Text). “It was during 
the spring of 1940,” writes the Rev. Fred 
C. Gibson, “when Hitler was sweeping 
victoriously and ruthlessly over Europe, 
causing untold suffering to the van- 
quished and tortured peoples. One day 
as I traveled into the city by tramcar, 
all around there were the signs of 
springtime. The snowdrops were in 
bloom and the daffodils would soon be 
in flower; the hedgerows were getting 
green and the chestnut trees were burst- 
ing into leaf. Seated beside me was a 
woman, evidently a charwoman, going 
to her daily task of scrubbing and clean- 
ing. I spoke to her, and our conversation 
turned to Hitler and the awful things 
that were taking place as a result of his 
power. Touching my arm she pointed 
to the chestnut trees and said, ‘There is 
one thing Hitler cannot do.’ ‘What is 
that?’ I asked, ‘He cannot keep back 
the spring.’ ‘No,’ I replied, ‘he cannot 
keep back the spring, because it has 
God behind it, and all the power of evil 
in the world today cannot keep back 
any movement that is of God.’”"—From 
the Christian Irishman. Sent by E. Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


What Is Brightness?—The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined (Isa. 9:2). The Rev. Alex 
Dodds of the Sudan Interior Mission tells 
the following interesting experience: 
We had just finished our morning de- 
votional Bible study with the men of 
the school for the blind. We had 
been. reading “Prophecies and Allu- 
sions to Christ as. Fulfilled in the 
New Testament” in the Hausa language. 
As usual, keen interest was shown, and 
intelligent questions were asked. Then 
came a question which at first rather 
puzzled me. “What is brightness?” How 
would one answer a blind man? One 
blind man suggested that it was perhaps 
like lightning. He had not been born 
blind. I asked the inquirer if this meant 
anything to him. He shook his head in 
instinctive negation. Then I suggested 
that perhaps it was like that great warm 


Prize illus- 


light which made the light of the moon ' 


cold by comparison.. He knew that the 
moon “gave off” a feeling of something, 
but not anything like the heat of the 
sun, especially as experienced in the 
Sudan. This seemed to help the man a 
little. Then came the illuminating de- 
scription. How we reached this explana- 
tion in our exchange of ideas I cannot 
be quite sure, but it came from the Lord, 
I know. Brightness is that light which 
shines in the heart when we put our 
trust in Jesus as our Saviour. This an- 
swered the man’s question. From this 
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he was able to visualize brightness, and 
his face shone as he saw! It was fitting 
that the blind mallam (teacher), who 
instructs these blind men in Braille, 
closed with this phrase in his prayer, 
“We do thank Thee, our loving Father, 
for illuminating our darkened, hearts.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Omnipotence.—The mighty God (Isa. 
9:6). “God writes with a pen that never 
blots, speaks with a tongue that never 
slips, and acts with a hand that never 
fails."—From the Christian Digest. Sent 
by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe,"N. Y. 


What’s In a Name?—Thouw . . . shalt 
call his name JESU (Luke 1:31). 
What’s in a name? Muctrin every way. 
The name of Herod stands for cruelty; 
the name of Alexander stands for con- 
quest; the name of Demosthenes stands 
for eloquence; the name of Beethoven 
stands for music; the name of Milton 
stands for poetry; the names of Hitler, 
Mussolini, and Hirohito stand for treach- 
ery, barbarity, and bestiality. But the 
name of Jesus stands for Saviour, Re- 
deemer, Deliverer, Comforter, and 
Friend. Yes, there is a great deal in a 
name !—From the Christian Digest. Sent 
by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


His Hand on the Water.—For with 
God nothing shall be impossible (Luke 
1:37). “The long dark lines of men on 
the beaches waited for them, neck-deep 
in water. They dragged them aboard. 
One ship was shelled. She shivered and 
then she pulled herself together, and 
the men turned her around and started 
back to England. There were holes just 
above the water line, and they were 
bad ones. But so long as the sea got 
no rougher she might make it. She did 
make it, and the tired, wet soldiers“drag- 
ged themselves off at Ramsgate, singing 
in croaking brave voices. ‘You'll have 
to dock her now,’ somebody said. 
‘She’s badly hit. Her amateur crew, 
tired and dirty and aching, scram- 
bled out on the dock to have a look 
at the holes. ‘A little ‘swell awash her, 
and she would go down,’ they admitted. 
Then they looked at each other, and at 
that strangely calmed Channel whose 
nasty disposition was such a byword to 
them. ‘She’ll make it,’ they said. ‘God’s 
got His hand on that water.’ And with- 
out hesitation they turned her around 
and went back to Dunkirk for another 
load.”"—-From “The Great Answer,” by 
Margaret Lee Runbeck. Sent by Nel- 
son A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. 


I find it well to preface prayer not 
only by meditation but by the definite 
request that I may be directed into the 
channels of prayer to which the Holy 
Spirit is directing me—J. O. Fraser, 
C.LM. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light” (Isa. 9:2).— 
“Darkness!” What a word! What as- | 
sociations it has! 

While enjoying Christian hospitality 
one night, I was awakened out of a deep 
sleep. In the thick darkness, I heard 
the front door of the house slowly open. 

As I listened, I heard the footsteps 
of the intruder approach the stairway 
which led to the bedrooms! So I 
silently but fervently prayed and asked 
the Lord what I should do under the 
circumstances. Should I rise and par- 
tially dress? Should I make a noise? 
The impression I received was to lie 
perfectly still. 

When the footsteps crossed the last 
squeaking step, the sound indicated that 
they were headed in the direction of 
my bedroom! Presently I heard the 
doorknob slowly turning — then the door 
pushed ajar. At this point I could ap- 
preciate the feelings of Eliphaz, who 
said, “Fear came upon me, and trem- 
bling, which made all my bones to shake 

. . the hair of my flesh stood up” 
(Job 4:14, 15). 

Then I heard the striking of a match! 
In that light I recognized the person 
as a son of the family — a travéling sales- 
man — whose room I was occupying. He 
recognized me and said he would use 
another bedroom for the night. How 
much that light revealed! What a re- 
lief it brought to me in that darkness! 

“They that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined” (v. 2).—When Jesus 
Christ came into this world, He was 
truly the “light of the world.” 
people indeed saw “the true Light” (John 
1:9). He was rejected. That Light was 
extinguished in the world; and so the 
world still lieth in darkness and is cher- 
acterized by the things which accompany 
darkness — gloom, distress, and sorrow. 

But today all who will receive the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ 
will learn how far light excelleth dark- 
ness (Eccles. 2:13). 

The hobby of a friend of ours in New 
York is the gathering of all types of 
lights and light-bearers, It is interest- 
ing to enter the basement of his home 
and see his collection, from the humble 
candle to the latest development of sci- 
entific effort along that line. This friend 
is a Christian and loves to point. out 
that every other light pales into insig- 
nificance when compared to the Light of 
life, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 8:12). 

“His name shall be called Wonderful” 
(v. 6).—Everything about Him is won- 
derful! Wonderful in His eternity of 
being, in His incarnation, His words, His 
works, His agony, His death, His resur- 
rection, and His exaltation! 


“Counsellor” (v. 6).—Qur hearts gre 
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thrilled as we listen to the gracious 
words that proceeded out of His mouth 
as He counseled those He met here on 
earth. And this Lord who is “wonderful 
in counsel, and excellent in working” 
longs to counsel us (see Psa. 73:24). 

One Christian who has passed through 
much sorrow learned the secret of secur- 
ing the counsel of the Lord. Upon wak- 
ing each morning she whispers to her 
Lord, “I love you, Lord; what do You 
want me to do today?” Then she opens 
the Scriptures and listens to His message 
to her. Her heart is always warmed with 
the consciousness of the Lord’s love and 
interest, and she said it seems as though 
the Lord were saying to her, “I love you; 
what do you want Me to do for you to- 
day?” And she pours out her heart to 
Him and seeks His guidance in every- 
thing. Are we wanting the Lord for our 
intimate counselor day by day? He will 
reveal His advice through the Scriptures 
by His Spirit. 


“The mighty God” (v. 6).—That appar- 
ently helpless Babe was indeed mighty 
God! It is a stupendous thought that 
He who was so mighty allowed Himself 
to be revealed in such apparent weak- 
ness. But He it is who has created all 
things and in whom all power has been 
vested. 

A man seeking to rob the Lord Jesus 
of His deity said to us, “In the original 
manuscript, the article doesn’t appear 
before the expression, ‘mighty God,’” so 
he wanted to make it read “A mighty 
god,” as though He were but one of 
many gods. We assured him that neither 
does the indefinite article appear; hence 
it would still read “Mighty God”! And 
we referred the person to Revelation i:8 
where it is shown that He is not only 
“mighty” but “Almighty”! 


“The everlasting Father” (v. 6) —or, 
“Father of eternity”—‘“the One who 
brings all things into the condition in 
which they will abide forever” (F. W. 
Grant). Still another puts it, “Father of 
the coming age.” In other words, that 
Child born in Bethlehem is the One who 
is going to set everything right and make 
that condition continue forever! 


“The Prince of Peace” (v. 6) ..—“‘Peace” 
is a popular subject these days— but 
apart from Jesus Christ, there is no last- 
ing peace for the individual, the nation, 
or the world. But when He is given 
His rightful place in the heart, there-is 
peace for the individual; and when at 
His second advent He is accorded the 
glory belonging to Him nationally and 
internationally, there shall be an “abun- 
dance of peace so long as the moon en- 
dureth” (Psa. 72:7). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


The aim [in Christian work] is to 
manifest the glory of God in human life, 
to live the life hid with Christ in God 
in human conditions—Oswald Chambers. 
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This Week's Questions Aaswered 


(The questions are on page 960) 

1. The Messianic authority of Jesus Christ, 
the true Son of David, the earthly gov- 
ernmental rule of Christ. 

2. There is no “salvation in any o*her,” 
except through Jesus Christ. “There is none 
other name under heaven .. . whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

3. Not in the sense in which He is pre- 
sented in Scripture as the rightful King 
of all the world. He reigns now in the 
hearts of those who acknowledge Him ‘and 
yield themselves to Him, but some day He 
will reign in absolute. righteousness over 
the whole earth. Every knee shall.-bow 
to him and every tongue confess Him as 
Lord. 

4. Officially, mention’ of Christ is omitted 
because it would be an offense to Jews. 
Sad to say, men acknowledge God, 
but refuse to a t Christ as God’s Son. 

5. A revival of genuine New Testament 
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, real born- 
again religion that will sweep the country. 

6. Mary was in direct line of descent from 
Nathan, son of David. Through her the 
Lord Jesus was a true lineal descendant, 
and through Joseph He was a legal de- 
scendant to the throne of David. 


7. Because to deny it is to make God a 
liar and to discredit His whole plan of re- 
demption. 

8. His first, to put away sin; His second, 
to bring in the age of righteousness. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Coming of Jesus (Luke 1:26-31) 


OME time ago I received this cute 

notice. (Let class read a baby an- 
nouncement card.) I den’t know much 
about this baby except her name, how 
much she weighs, and when she was 
born. Oh, yes, her mother also tells me 
on the back that she is red-headed. But 
I don’t have the least idea what kind of 
girl or woman she will make. Not even 
her mother and daddy know that. 

Once there was a Baby who was an- 
nounced before He was born—over 
seven hundred years before —and this 
announcement was very unusual hrecause 
it told what the Baby was. going to be. 
Listen to it and see what strange things 
it tells about the Baby. “For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon_his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6, Memory Verse). “Of 
the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end” (v. 7). So this 
Child was to be a ruler. 

Hundreds ot years went by. Then one 
day an angel brought another announce- 
ment. This was'a strange announcement, 
too.. He told a young woman that God 
was very good to her, for she was going 
to be the mother of a Baby whom she 
should: name Jesus, and this Boy would 
be very great, “the Son of the Highest,” 
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who would rule as a king forever. You 
know who this Son is,'don’t you? The 
Baby of Bethlehem, whom we love to 
remember at this happy Christmas sea- 
son. 

Do you suppose His mother Mary was 
very disappointed when she saw her Son 
die on the cross instead of. becoming: a 
king? Before He was. crucified the 
soldiers, who had heard He claimed to 
be a king, dressed Him up as a make- 
believe king and made fun of Him, Pur- 
ple was the color of the royal robe e 
king wore. (Read to the class Mark 
15: 16-20.) The soldiers did not know 
that He was going to live again, and that 
hundreds of years would go by before 
He came back to earth to be King. In 
fact, He isn’t King on earth yet, except 
in folks’ hearts. But many announce- 
ments tell that He. will be. “Behold, the 
day of the Lord cometh ... and the Lord 
shall be king over all the earth” (Zech. 
14:1, 9).. “Before him shall be gathered 
all nations:. and he shall separate them 
one from another” (Matt. 25:32). 

Do you suppose our nation will be on 
the right side then? Whether you are a 
Republican or a Democrat won't matter; 
whether or not you are on,the Lord’s 
side will matter. “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 33:12, 
Memory Verse last Sunday). Many. do 
not really know He is to be the ‘great 
ruler at last and are not helping their 
country get ready. One way, of course, 
is by living as Christian citizens our- 
selves. What improvements did you 
make this week? (Review last week’s 
points.) Another way is by telling others 
of the Christmas Baby who is to be 
King. He still needs some announcers 
—even boys and girls—so all in our 
country will know, and can be ready for 
Him by making Him their Saviour and 
King now. 

We might make a Christmas card that 
would be an announcement, and you 
can give it to someone. A sheet of type- 
writer paper will make a folder. The 
front page may bear a picture of the 
Baby in. the stable, cut from an old 
Christmas card. Across the two inside 
pages the Memory Verse may be printed, 
using colors for the capital letters. 

Shall our arrow for the chart today, 
pointing toward “country,” be purple, 
with the word “Christ,” and the refer- 
ence Isaiah 9:6? 

Bucxsrort, MAINE. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Wuat Haprens Wuen Curist 
Comes TO A NATION? 
Ts lesson offers an opportunity to 
pray for other countries and intelli- 
gently study their needs; to contribute 
to some phase of missionary work 
abroad, perhaps the support of a native 
preacher, or a child in a mission school; 











Lesson for December 16 


’ or a girl in the class may be called to 
take Christ to another nation. 

What are some evidences of the pres- 
ence of Christ in a nation? Where He is 
known, the status of women and chil- 
dren is raised, family life is placed upon 
a higher level, a desire for sanitation, 
better health, and culture becomes ap- 
parent, 

Name evidences of Christ in America. 
Christianity is the leading religion in 
America; prayer to God is made at the 
opening of legislative sessions, patriotic 
celebrations, teachers’ institutes, and 
many other public gatherings; in 
America there are fair laws, and hu- 
mane attitudes toward suffering and 
need. 

How does Christ come to a nation? 
How did America become known as a 
Christian nation? To what extent is it 
not altogether Christian? 

Draw a circle, placing in the center 
the word, “individual.” Around the circle 
write, “Bible, government, schools, fair 
business, churches, missions, homes, hos- 
pitals.” Pictures may be used instead 
of the words. This diagram illustrates 
agencies that help to make a nation 
successful, but no nation can prosper if 
it is not led by worthy individuals. If a 
nation would be Christian, it is impor- 
tant that Christians should hold key 
positions and have a prominent place in 
the administration of affairs. Through- 
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out this quarter we have seen how neces- 
sary it is to take Christ personally into 
homes, churches, and communities. Now 
we extend our prayers and interests to 
“United Nations,” and all nations, for 
we are alike in our mutual need of the 
Lord Jesus, If non-Christian nations are 
to know Christ, individuals must intro- 
duce Him! 

What is the plight of nations that 
know not. God? Refer to Babylon, 
Grtece, Rome, and nations who pre- 
viously fell; then compare with recent 
situations in Germany and Japan (Prov. 
14:34; Rom. 1:21; 1 Cor. 1:21; Heb. 2:3). 
Christ is not only needed by primitive, 
untutored tribes in unreached areas of 
the earth, but by nations with long-de- 
veloped and intricate culture as well. 

What is the present-day responsibility 
of Christian nations to non-Christian 
neighbors? We are hearing about a just 
and durable peace, fair distribution of 
opportunities and commodities, economic 
and social security. Should such prob- 
lems concern the Church? Not directly, 
perhaps, because the primary purpose 
of the Church is to exalt Christ (Acts 
6:2-4). However, if the Church, that is 
the body of born-again Christians, faith- 
fully presents “Christ crucified,” and 
causing them to live victoriously, these 
problems will take their normal place 
in the ordinary considerations of Chris- 
tian citizens, for these are but natural 
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fruits of a people who would glorify 
Christ. Only through such consecrated 
people can the noble ideals of universal 
peace and opportunity be approached. 

Is there a responsibility greater than 
that of providing material aid to other 
countries? Above all else, we must 
share Christ with our neighbors. Dis- 
cuss: If your life is not spent in full- 
time missionary work at home or abroad, 
you ought to be busy praying for others 
in the work, and contributing to the 
support of someone who ‘will’ represent 
you in Africa or South America. or.some 
other mission field. Why has missionary 
effort always been so essential? First, 
there has always been a need; and be- 
cause of that need the Lord gave His 
“Go ye” command’ (Matt. 28:19; Acts 8:4, 
5; 13:2, 3; Rom. 1:15, 16; 1 Pet. 1:1). 

What is the most encouraging antici- 
pation for a Chirstian when national or 
international relations are not function- 
ing in a Christian way? Recall these 
reverse facts: Human governments carry 
on largely by the trial and error method 
while the principles and outworking of 
the Kingdom of God remain the same. 
Earthly nations will never be perfect 
until Christ comes’ back to reign (Isa. 
11 and 12). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, we would exalt Thy name in 
every land, and bring all lands under 
Thy rule of blessing. In many lands 
that were once far from Thee we have 
seen the great changes wrought by the 
establishment of Thy rule of spiritual 
leadership. Noble pioneers of the faith 
have worked courageously to establish 
Thy leadership in lands once under the 
dark cloud of paganism. We thank Thee 
for the men and women of the Chris- 
tian faith who have given life itself to 
this work in many lands where Thy 
name was not known. Give us, we pray 
Thee, a new appreciation of the light 
that has come through the noble work 
of the missionary who has laid all at 
Thy feet. We ask it in Thy dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—The owner of a 
large mill in Seotland had been given 
a new and very deep spiritual experi- 
ence. He had returned from a visit to 
London, and he had something to say 
of importance when he reached home. 
He called a meeting gf his mill oper- 
ators before whom he told of what God 
had done for him while in that city. He 
had received a new vision of what God 
wanted him to do in the life of his mill 
people. He told them that God had 
clearly spoken to ‘him through the mes- 
sage of a preacher, and the main mes- 
sage had been quoted from Isaiah 9, 
verses 2 to 7. The mill owner cailed 
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this meeting of his operators that he 
might pass on to them this word from 
the Scriptures, “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a. son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 


Comnsellor, The: mighty God, The ever- 


lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” He 
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STABLISHING HRISTIAN RINCIPLES 
explained that after this he wanted all 
the work of the mill to go on in the 
light of this verse, and his own life 
must be included in this testimony. What 
if great employers today were to set up 
a mark like this for all in their employ? 
How many serious questions would be 
settled! How glad you would be if a 
mill conducted in the spirit of that text 
were established in your town! Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the big fact that stands 

like a mountain peak in the range 
of. today’s Scripture lesson is the vir- 
gin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
Word tells us very definitely that the 
Lord Jesus Christ did not have a human 
father. He had a human mother, but 
not a human father. In the birth of the 
Lord Jesus the Holy Spirit took the 
place of a human father.. This is the 
clear, unqualified statement of God in 
Luke 1:26-38, as also in Matthew 1:18- 
25. It is a great mystery as.well as a 
thrilling truth, for by this we know that 
Jesus was both God and man; but be- 
cause of the mystery and also the fact 
that it is contrary to nature, some peo- 
ple who are audacious enough to match 
their human understanding against the 
infinite wisdom of God refuse to accept 
the Virgin Birth as a fact. It is not sur- 
prising that it should baffle an under- 
standing that is based solely upon natu- 
ral processes. 


Joseph, who was engaged to wed Mary, 
Was greatly upset by it and was about 
to break their engagement, when God 
spoke to him through the angel Gabriel 
and told him the truth concerning it. 
Joseph was wise enough to believe it; 
he married Mary and became the father 
of her later children. Mary, herself, 
was profoundly disturbed and bewil- 
dered when Gabriel announced to her 
what would take place and that she 
would become the mother of the Son 
of God. ~- 


It was a tremendous moment for Mary. _ 


She knew of the prophecies of a coming 
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Messiah, but she had never dreamed of 
what an important part she would have 
in their fulfilment. When the angel 
Gabriel made the announcement to her, 
in her amazement she cried out, “How 
shall this be?” ‘Then Gabriel told her 
that the Holy Ghost would cause her 
to become the mother of the Son of 
God, and, like Joseph, she trusted and 
believed, and from that moment there 
was never any doubt, but only joy in 
her heart over it. She broke forth into 
one of the most beautiful songs that was 
ever written, beginning, “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour!” Read it, 
fellows (Luke 1:46-55). It is called, 
“The Magnificat.” 


Don’t ever let anything or anybody 
cause you to doubt the fact of the Vir- 
gin Birth. It is the cornerstone of Chris- 
tian faith. Take it away and the whole 
plan of your redemption and salvation 
falls through. The amazing thing to 
me is the inconsistency of those who 
accept the fact of God’s creative power 
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in the forming of the world and the 
universe and refuse to accept the Vir- 
gin Birth. Surely if God could form 
Eve with a rib from Adam’s body, He 
could also ‘form a child in the body of 
Mary. I wonder if it ever occurred to 
these doubters that neither Adam nor 
Eve had a human father or a human 
mother! Skeptics say that these things 
are contrary to the course of nature. 

One does not have to be very wise‘or 
very profound to realize that the Crea- 
tor of nature should have the power, if 
He chose to do so in specific cases, to 
change the order of its processes. And 
that is exactly what God has done in 
many cases, sometimes directly, some- 
times through His chosen servants: the 
plagues of Egypt,.the serpent and the 
rod in the hand of Moses, the passage 
of the Red Sea, the causing of the sun 
to stand still. Why couldn’t He? If He 
created these elements of nothing (which 
was the greatest miracle) why couldn't 
He manipulate the same elements as He 
might will at any time or place to do? 
Jesus used the power to change the 
water into wine, to do miraculous heal- 
ings and even to bring the dead to life 
(Lazarus) after decomposition had set 
in. He even delegated the power 
to His disciples on occasions: witness 
the miraculous healing of the lame man 
at the Temple gate and the raising of 
Dorcas from the dead by Peter. 

There is only one way to account for 
the obtuseness of unbelief in God’s 
Word; it is simple rebellion. Man takes 
pride in his own wonderful intelligence 
(and it is very wonderful) and refuses 
to humble it before Almighty God, his 
Creator. Man is a sinner and he re- 
sents the rebuke of his sinfulness which 
is not only implied, but definitely taught 
in the fact that he must have a Saviour. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Coming of Jesus (Luke 1:26-31) 


ET’S begin today to build up the 
Christmas story. We'll start away 
back with Job, fifteen hundred years 
before Christ was born in Bethlehera. 
He said, “I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stanc at the 
latter day upon the earth” (Job 19:25). 
Print the word “Redeemer” on a card, 
and put this at the bottom of the flannel 
board. 

Next David tells us of this One who 
is coming. He calls Him “the King of 
glory” (Psa. 24). Print “King of Glory” 
and put just above the othez on the flan- 
nel board. 

Isaiah, seven hundred years before 
Christ, tells us so much about Him. 
“Born of the Virgin” is your next‘ card 
(Isa. 7:14). and then print these: “Won- 
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derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,” 
all from Isaiah 9:6. 

Then Micah told where Jesus would 
be born, so put “Born in Bethlehem” 
at the top of the list (Mic. 5:2). & 

Now we skip seven hundred years, 
and come ‘to Luke’s story of the angel 
Gabriel who came to Mary and told her 
she would have a son, and would call 
His name Jesus. And here we have that 
name the children love above all others. 
Print this name and put it at the head 
of the list. All the prophets’ stories lead 
up to the angel’s announcement. 

So you see, the Christmas story really 
began fifteen hundred years or more 
before Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
Many people do not know this. They 
do not know that Jesus was God’s Son 
in Glory with God the Father for count- 
less ages before He took upon Himself 
the form of a baby Boy, and grew and 
lived and died here on earth. 

Because God so loved the world, He 
gave His only begotten Son, to suffer 
and die that we might have eternal life. 
Because the coming of Jesus Christ into 
this world meant so much and was the 
most important event of history, men 
foretold it down through the centuries. 
It was to be history’s turning point, be- 
cause Bethlehem’s manger meant also 
Calvary’s cross, and the resurrection 
from the dead of the crucified One, His 
ascension once more to the Father, and 
His coming again. 

Make this lesson very plain to the 
children, for so many adults have no 
idea that Christ Jesus had any existence 
before Bethlehem. Make them see that 
Christ’s earthly life was but a brief inter- 
lude between two eternities, a terrible 
interlude which was borne for you and 


for me, because He loved us. * 


Quiz 
1. Who said, “I know that my redeemer 
liveth’? i 
2. Who called Christ , the King of Glory? 
3. Who called Him the Prince of Peace? 
4. Who told where Jesus would be born? 
5. Who announced to Mary that she would 
have a Son?_ 
Mopesto, CALIF. 
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A Reprint of Dr. Wadsworth’s 
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R. ERNEST M. WADSWORTH is 

best known to Times readers 
through his comments and prayer sug- 
gestions relating to the Daily Bible 
Readings on the International Lessons, 
which appear each week in the Tres 
under the heading “For Family Wor- 
ship.” But this is only one of his con- 
tributions to the edifying of the Chris- 
tian Church, for he is also the director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, 
with its headquarters next door to the 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. The 
League has probably done more than 
many Christian people sealize toward 
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promoting national days of prayer. 

Readers will remember that last spring 
and early summer (April 14 to Jugy 14) 
the Tres published a series of ten lead- 
ing editorials on revival by Dr. Wads- 
worth. Several of these had to do with 
“The Minister’s Part in Revival,” three 
discussed the “Responsibility for the 
Church’s Decline,” and the concluding 
article gave many suggestions on “How 
to Promote Revival.” The ten articles 
have now been reprinted by the Tres 
under the general title, “What Will 
Bring Revival,” in a 56-page booklet at- 
tractively bound in heavy green paper. 
(The booklet is similar to the Tres’ 
reprint of Dr. Charles M. A. Stine’s arti- 
cles on “A Chemist and His Bible.”) It 
may be had for 25 cents a copy from The 
Sunday School Times ,Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


we 
A. Christmas Service for the 


Sunday School 


AVE you been wondering just what 

sort of Christmas service to use in 
your church or Sunday school? It will 
be worth your while to consider a new 
Christmas service, “The Christmas Com- 
mand,” prepared by Mary Brainerd 
Smith, and which is now available in 
leaflet form. 


This new service, prepared for Christ- 
mas, 1945, is made up of responsive read- 
ings from the Scriptures, special hymns 
that may be used to familiar tunes, verse 
recitations for Primary, Juniors, and In- 
termediates, and the like. Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs readers will recall similar serv- 
ices prepared by Miss Smith that have 
appeared in the pages of the Tres. This 
Christmas service, however, will not ap- 
pear in the paper, but is made available 
in this separate leaflet form for the ¢on- 
venience of readers. The cost is 25 cents 
a dozen, or $2 a hundred, including post- 
age. 

If you desire copies of this 1945 Christ- 
mas service, address your order, with 
proper remittance to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 


Children at Home 


Doll Exchange 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


«ce ISS LINDA BARCLAY,” read 

Mother. “Oh, Linda !” she called; 
“the mailman has brought a package for 
you!” 

Linda came running. “Where did it 
come from? Oh-h, I do believe it’s from 
Dadaly !” 

Sure enough, the package was from 
Daddy, who was in the uniform of one 
of Uncle Sam’s soldiers, away over in 
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India. Linda hadn't seen him for a year, 
and she’ thought that was a long time, 
which it was. 

“Whatever is it?” wondered Linda. 

“Perhaps you’d better open it and find 
out,” suggested Mother. 

Linda tugged at the strings, but finally 
had to get the scissors and cut them. 
She lifted the lid of the box, and took 
out lots of tissue paper. Finally she un- 
covered something. 

“Oh, lock, Mother !” she cried. 
doll !” 

Yes, it was a doll, but not like any 
Linda had ever seen. The doll was made 
of light brown cloth, with eyes and nose 
and mouth stitched in black thread. She 
was dressed in bright.colored clothes — 
very full trousers, caught in tight at 
the ankles, with a sort of shirt hanging 
over it almost to the knees. A filmy 
veil was thrown over the head and 
shoulders. Around the doll’s neck were 
bright beads, and in her ears, earrings, 
and even a ring in her-nose! Bracelets 
and anklets tinkled on her arms and 
ankles. 

“What a lot of jewelry!” laughed 
Linda. “And what funny clothes!” 

The mailman had brought something 
for Mother, too—a letter from Daddy. 
She was reading it now. 

“Daddy tells about the doll,” she said. 

\ 


“It’s a 
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“He says this is what the little girls 
he has been seeing in India look like.” 

“I wonder what I can name her,” said 


Linda. “I don’t know any names for 
little girls from India.” 
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“T’'ll. tell you what we can do,” sug- 
gested Mother. “Next Sunday a mis- 
sionary from India is going to speak in 
our church. Let’s invite her to have 
dinner with us, and then we can ask 
her to name your doll.” 

“Oh, yes, let’s do that!” agreed Linda. 

Miss Bancroft spoke to the children in 
the Sunday school, too, and told them 
about the boys and girls of India. 

“Many of them have never heard of 
the Lord Jesus,” she said. “Some of 
them are Hindus, and worship idols, 
which are ugly images made of stone, 
or brass, or wood. They are afraid of 
these gods, for they think that unless 
they bring offerings to them, the gods 
will do them harm. Other children are 
Mohammedans, and think their prophet 
Mohammed can save them, but we Chris- 
tians know that only Christ Jésus can 
forgive our sins and give us eternal 
life. None of these children has ever 
heard the verse you all have learned — 
‘God is love.’” 

“Are there no children at all in India 
who have heard of the Lord Jesus?” 
asked Linda. 

“Yes, indeed, there are,” replied Miss 
Bancroft. “We have many schools, and 
every child in school is required to learn 
lessons from the Bible every day. Many 
of them have learned to know and love 
Jesus, and are real Christians.” 

Linda was very happy that Mother 


had invited the missionary for dinner,_ 


and she brought out her Indian doll to 
show her. ’ 

“What shall I name her?” asked Linda. 

“Well, let’s see. Do you want her to 
be a Hindu doll, or a Mohammedan, or 
a Christian?” 

“Oh, a Christian doll, of course,” Linda 
said, decidedly. 

“Then how would you like Sosan? 
That means Lily. Lots of our little 
schoolgirls in India are named Sosan.” 

“Yes, I think I’d like that,” said Linda. 

At bedtime, after Linda had remem- 


bered to pray for the children in India, ° 


she was thoughtful. 

“Mother,” she said, “I have an idea. 
When Miss Bancroft goes back to India, 
I'd like to send a doll with her for some 
little girl there. Don’t you think that 
is a nice idea?” 

“Why, yes, dear, I do,” said Mother. 

Some months later, when Miss Ban- 
croft unpacked her trunks in India, she 
took out Linda’s lovely doll. It had fair 
hair, and blue eyes, and wore a pink dress 
just like one which Linda herself’ had. 
With her was a note which Linda had 
written. It read: “My name is Linda, 
because I am given by a little American 
girl named Linda to a little girl in In- 
dia whose name I do not cnow—with 
love.” 

“To whom shall I give this lovely 
doll?” wondered Miss Bancroft. 

It didn’t take her long to decide. The 
teachers in her school told Miss Ban- 
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croft about one of the schoolgirls who 
was sick. 

“She has been in the hospital a long 
time,” they said, “and the doctor says 
she will have to be there for a long 
time yet. It’s too bad she’ll have to 
spend Christmas in the hospital.” 

“I think I can make her Christmas 
happy,” thought Miss Bancroft. 

On Christmas morning she went to 
the hospital. A thin little girl was 
propped up in bed, looking at some 
cards and a few small gifts which the 
nurses and schoolgirls had given her. 
What do you think her name was? Her 
name was Sosan ! 

“Merry Christmas, Sosan!” said Miss 
Bancroft. “A little girl in America has 
sent you a Christmas gift!” 

Miss Bancroft helped Sosan unwrap 
Linda’s fair-haired, blue-eyed doll with 
the pink dress. Sosan’s eyes grew big. 
ger and bigger. Never in her life had 
she seen anything so beautiful! Yes, 
indeed, Linda’s doll made Sosan a very 
happy little girl. 

But Linda was just as happy when she 
received a letter from Miss Bancroft 
which read: “Sosan is back in school, 
and very happy. The doctor says it was 
really your lovely doll which helped 
make her well.” 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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Our Lord's Prayer Life 


(Continued from second page) 


Luke’s Gospel I find Jesus praying in 
the presence of others. In five of these 
He turns from communion with men 
to communion with God with all the 
unconsciousness of a child, and these in- 
clude prayers which Christians hold the 
most sacred of all,—the prayers in the 
Garden and from the Cross.” 

Our Lord’s prayers of Dependence are 
quoted from Mark and Luke. Of them 
Dr. Strong says: 

“Inspired, then, by the example of 
Christ let every Christian sign forth- 
with his Declaration of Dependence. 
The Declaration of Independence we 
need not sign or concern ourselves with 
— it was signed by the forefathers long 
ago and reposes safe in our country’s 
archives. But a Declaration of Depend- 
ence waits to be signed by all who stand 
as responsible human beings before life’s 
inexorable demands. Supreme choices 
eannot be wisely made nor can crushing 
burdens be victoriously borne, in disre- 
gard of the wisdom which is given with- 
out upbraiding and the power which is 
made perfect in weakness. He who said, 
‘The Son can do nothing of himself,’ 
says to us, ‘Without me ye can do noth- 
ing.’ God alone hath life in Himself.” 

And again of intercession, the third 
prayer category dealt with, he says:- 

“Prayer for other people is like a 
bright door’ through which one passes 
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into a new acquaintance and fellowship 
with Christ. How could it be otherwise? 
The same Bible that tells us: that two 
cannot walk together except they be 
agreed, assures us that the absorbing 
occupation of our exalted Lord in 
.-Heaven is intercession. How then is it 
possible to enter on a ministry identical 
with His without our paths meeting? 
Who after praying for others has not 
risen from his knees to find the air 
luminous and the separating veil thin, 
that hid from him the face of the Great 
Companion, the Heavenly Intercessor? 
The great passages in Isaiah illustrate 
the meaning of the Submission Prayer. 
“The ‘wounding,’ the ‘bruising,’ the ‘be- 
ing made sin’ in our behalf, what are 
they but the ‘bitter heibs’ of the Pass- 
over, distilled into the cup which Jesus 
prayed might pass from Him in the gar- 
den, which He tasted there for every 
man and drained with unresisting lip. 


“We must revise our vocabulary if we’ 


are to take in the stature of our salva- 
tion and pray the prayer of submission 
as Jesus did. Death must come to mean 
to us what it meant to him who ‘tasted’ 
it. In common parlance death means 
little more than the parting of a tired 
soul-from an outworn body. Eyes close 
on the disillusionment, sin, and sorrow 
of our mortality to open on the things 
which eye hatn not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man. What wonder that the Scriptures 
refuse to denominate such a translation 
into life, ‘death,’ and reserve that name 
for the banishment of incorrigible souls 
into’ the outer darkness where God is 
no longer revealed and where sin has 
its way and works its final will. No 
one who has come to understand by 
‘death’ what Jesus tasted in Gethsemane 
could ever commit suicide.” 

Finally, concerning Fellowship with 
God in prayer: “Walking with God, 
then, pleases God. Truly the supreme 
wonder of this amazing universe is not 
its vastness, nor its complexity, nor the 
lawful interaction of its myriad parts, 
nor its immeasurable age, nor its mys- 
terious future, but rather this, that the 
Creator and Upholder of it all desires, 
prepares the way for, and invites fellow- 
ship with His creatures. 

“The Scriptural representation of God 
as-a jealous God is an offensive and igno+ 
rant anthromorphism to some. Is this 
not; however, tragic superficiality? If 
there is one thing above others that we 
should adore God for on our knees it 
is this: that He; the Changeless Fountain 
; of all good and Sole Hope of humankind, 
cannot endure that we should set our 
deepest affections on anything outside 
Him.” 


One is. inevitably tempted to make a 
comparison between this book and Dr. 
Fosdick’s “The Meaning of Prayer,” 
which had wide vogue some years ago. 
The difference is primarily that between 
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history and autobiography. Dr. Fosdick 
gives no personal testimony: Dr. Strong’s 
book is threaded through and through 
with intimate witness. He has been 
through fire and deep water,.and knows 
the inner meaning of Christ’s help and 
companionship. One deals with religion; 
the other with the Lord Himself. 

In “The Meaning of Prayer” one gets 
all sorts of incidents and quétations. 
One is astonished at their number and 
aptness. After reading one feels as when 
one has gone through a gallery of paint- 
ings, room after room, and is now out 
on the sidewalk. One has enjoyed it, 
at times has been instructed, but built 
up in Christ—no! After reading Dr. 
Strong’s book one wants to pray, is 
ashamed of one’s prayerlessness. It con- 
centrates thought and attention on the 
Son of God with power. 

The father of American Unitarianism, 
Dr. Channing, might have written Dr. 
Fosdick’s book, but Dr. Strong’s he could 
not have written. Only one who be- 
lieves in the miraculous entry of our 
Lord into humanity and His miraculous 
departure from the grave, together with 
the miraculous ministry between these 
two great initial and final miracles, can 
understand and teach the miracle of 
prayer. 

ww 


‘Fourteen Clues to Inattention 
(Continued from page 958) 


For many years I have taught large 
classes of young people, and also of 
children. Discipline has been easy. I 
am sure it is partly because of those 
old-time papers. 

After all, the classroom is much like 
the dinner table. No matter how much 
we like potatoes, we refuse to enjoy 
them three times a day. We want food 
that is well cooked, appetizing, and 
varied. So, when we try to feed pupils 
mental and spiritual food; it. must be 
well prepared, appetizing, and varied in 
its presentation. Those who have studied 
under me would say, I am sure, that the 
biggest help in holding attention that 
I have had is my large fund of illus- 
trative stories. When I see attention 
wandering, i know that I am dull, or 
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WANTED: Maintenance Man. Must be handy 
* with tools, be able to work with others, 
be able to supervise teen-age boys, and must love the 
Lord above all else. Salary, board and room. 


ALVAN DREW SCHOOL - Pine Ridge, Ky. 





Have you read these books by 
e. Schuyler English, Litt.D. 


Studies in the according to Matthew (cloth), 
226 pages with appendices and index, $1.50 
A devotional commentary for the student — 
whether old or young. 

Studies in the Gospel according to Mark (cloth), 
516 pages with index - - $3.00 
An exhaustive verse-by-verse commentary. 

Studies in the Epistle to the Colossians (cloth), 
134 pages with index . - $1.50 
Practical applications to personal problems. 

The Life and Letters of Saint Peter (cloth), 

271 pages * - - - - $1.25 
Simon the fisherman becomes Peter the 
Apostle — biography and commentary. 
By Life and By Death (paper), illustrated, 
62 pages . . - - 
Lessons from the diary of the missionary 
martyr, John Stam. 

Scripturally sound =~ Doctrinally clear 
Highly devotional — Exceptionally readable 
Order from ARNO C. GAEBELEIN, Inc. 

456 Fourth Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 
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please mention The Sunday School Times? 


“PILGRIM’S PROGRESS” 


Now in Flanoblot Sunysn'simmortal story, more 
erfully winning than ever. 
Over 100 attractive illustrations, richly colored. Large 62- 
Manual with text and 26 lesson scenes. For S. S., Y. P., 
Evangelism, study groups, etc. Complete Flanoblot set only 
$3.00; Manual 50 cents. Order today. 


“Flanoblot” adheres to your flannel board — no backing 
needed. Quarterly sets tor Uniform Lessons only $2.00. 


Descriptive Circular Free on Request 
GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 


The BUFFALO 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


827 Delaware Ave BUFFALO.NY 











Resident and Day School Courses 


1, Theological 3. Christian Education 
2. Missionary-Medical 4. One-Year Medical 
Write for catalog. Address Office of th 
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REACHING JEWS FOR CHRIST 
By Radio in Three Largest and Other Cities Throughout the Country 
Every Sunday. Hundreds write in for Prophecy New Testaments. 


WRITE FOR FREE COPY 
of Bi-Monthly Paper and List of Stations carry- 
ing this Unique Program, now in its 10th Year! 
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Oranges and Grapefruit 


THE “IDEAL’’ GIFT 
Highest Quality, Hand-Picked, Tree-Ripened 
Orders of 3 to 6, 2% discount; more, 3% discount 
Standard Bushel Basket 


Ns 3 he nO a dae betas Penvedcccesbnonontn $4.75 
Oranges and Grapefruit.................. 4.50 
Ge noc dcddctbprcceccccovccceeossoe 4.15 
Standard Half Bushel Basket 
QUE. on cc decccedeccocscesescaccscesoces $2.85 
Oranges and Grapefruit ............-++++- 2.70 
GomOETD oon i ckccccncccsccccccccesecobece 2.50 
These prices include east of 
Missioalppi River est, add 85 yay oe for 
Bushels 45 cents. 


Wis. Minn., U Mich. Peninsula,add 35c for express. 
Wyo. Mont., Ne ev., Utah, Idaho, Oreg., Wash., add 
$1.25 for express for Bushele: init Bushels 70 cents. 


HEALTHGLO CITRUS FRUITS P. 0. Box 123-T, Largo, Fla. 





GLAD TIDINGS 
IN SONG 


Compiled by Homer Rodeheaver 
Wonderful value in a 
small book! Contains 75 
edit Resese . 
ns and popular gospe 
+ + « also some of 25¢ 
gospele songs 
Introduced & the first time. Order 
today. 100 copies, not prepaid, $17.50, 
te RODEMEAVER HALL-MACK Co. 
Ninth St. © Winona Lake, Indiana 
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100,000 JEWS 


For 36 years we have carried the Gospel to this 
great number of God’s ancient people, scat- 
tered over the four Western Provinces. In 
Winnipeg 20,000 of this number live within 
a redius of one square mile of eo mission 
premises. Your prayerful and financial help is 
appreciated. Kindly communicate with the 
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the air in the room is heavy, or some 
other physical factor is involved —per- 
haps noise in the next classroom or on 
the street. I must do something to over- 
come that difficulty. Preachers have the 
same problem. They tell a story to illus- 
trate a point, and the children cease 
their drawing and the sleeper lifts his 
head, for all the world loves a good 
story. It pays to save good stories, and 
then glance them over when they seem 
to fit a given lesson, just in case they 
are needed. 


A well-prepared lesson, used by a 
tactful, poised, interested teacher, fitted 
to the needs of her individual class, 
usually holds all but the problem indi- 
viduals. They have to be dealt with in- 
dividually until they are won to appre- 
ciation of the rights of others, and cour- 
tesy to the one who is giving time and 
energy to the class. 


Hype Park, Mass. 
. 


Church Bulletins With Tithing 
ges 


T LEAST $5 a week can be saved by 

any church that customarily uses a 
four-page bulletin each week. Layman 
Tithing Foundation offers this saving 
when using their four-page bulletin. 
Two pages are printed with a Steward- 
ship message, and two pages are left 
blank for local announcements. The 
company suggests that churches conduct 
a five weeks’ or ten weeks’ course of 
tithe education by using its bulletins, 
which are offered at a nominal sum. It 
offers a sample set containing forty- 
eight different tithing. bulletins, includ- 
ing sixteen new, with attractive steward- 
ship illustrations at 40 cents. Please 
mention THe SunpAy ScHoo.t Trmes; also 
give your denomination.—Layman Tith- 
ing Foundation, 8 S. Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 3. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 16 
3. Jesus the Spiritual Leader 
(Mark 7:1-8; 11:15-18) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS week’s prayer meeting is clearly 

linked with last week’s, when we 
thought about Christ as the Good Shep- 
herd. And it is also linked with next 
week’s, when we shall consider Him as 
the Son of God. One fact we need to 
see -clearly in this inter-relationship. 
If the Lord Jesus was not the Son of 
God then He was an untrustworthy and 
false leader. It is folly for men to say 
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that they accept Christ as a great leader 
and a great teacher, and yet deny that 
He is the Son of God in a sense in which 
no other being has ever, been or ever 
will be the Son of God. But, if Christ 
is the Son of God — and those of us who 
are Christians believe and know that 
He is— then the acceptance of His lead- 
ership is imperative, and He has the 
right to our complete allegiance and obe- 
dience. 
ve 


Four principal themes may be seen 
under this topic: 


1. Christ claimed spiritual leadership. 
He said, you will remember, “I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life’ (John 8:12). 
There was no uncertainty in His leader- 
ship. He knew what His mission was, 
and He did not hesitate to direct men 
to Himself as their source of strength and 
help. To the paralyzed man, you will 
remember, He said, “Thy sins be for- 
given thee” (Matt. 9:2). He knew, as 
did those standing about, that only God ~ 
can forgive sins, and reading the doubts 
and questions in the minds of His 
hearers, He turned to them and said, 
“But that ye may know that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, (then saith he to the sick of the 
palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go 
unto thine house” (Matt. 9:6). 

+ 4 

2. Christ called upon men to follow 
Him. He called the fishermen by the 
Sea of Galilee (Matt. 4:19). Some of 
John the Baptist’s disciples were curious 
about Him and wanted to learn more. 
He invited them to come and stay with 
Him with the words, “Come and see” 
(John 1:39). On the great day of the 
feast we find Him standing in the Tem- 
ple and crying out to the people, “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and ‘drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water” (John 
7:37, 38). Peter, one of those, answered 
His call to follow Him during His earthly 
ministry, echoes His call to all believers 
when he writes, “For even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 

ue ' 

3. Christ warned His hearers of the 
cost of following Him. In calling His 
disciples to follow Him, you will notice 
in Luke 9:23 that two of the conditions 
named were denial of self and taking 
up one’s cross. It costs something to 
deny self. The thought here is not 
merely self-denial—the doing without 
something we like, for a while — but lit- 
erally to deny one’s self, one’s plans, 
one’s ambitions, in order that we may 
take the next step of taking up our 
cross, which speaks of death to self and 
newness of life for Christ. Later, while 
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Bible Games for Gifts 


Parables — Miracles — O. T. Books ~ N. T. Books — 
each 40 cents 


Joseph, 50c - Daniel, 40c - Bible Characters, 35c 
Special Offer: All 7 games $2.50 


EYE-METHOD PUBLISHING CO. 
1718 East 20th Street Oakland 6, Calif. 





BIBLES 


are made in so great a variety 
of styles and prices’ that there 
is one to suit every occasion 
and every purse 
At all booksellers 
Oxrorp University Press, N. Y. 
Buy Victory Bonps 
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“teaching His: disciples, the Lord Jesus 


emphasized the fact that not counting 
this cost before deciding to follow Him 
was foolish (Luke 14: 26-33). He told His 
disciples it was just as foolish as for a 
man to start to build a tower without 
reckoning the cost and determining 
whether or not he would be able to 
finish it. Many Christian failures and 
disappointments may be traced to such 
neglect on the part of the believer to 
reckon the cost of true discipleship be- 
fore starting out to do things for Christ. 
ue 

4. Christ promised a reward for fol- 
lowing Him. Obviously, it is unworthy 
of us to think only of the reward offered, 
when we determine to follow Christ. 
Nevertheless, it is good to know that 
faithful following will be rewarded. 
When Peter asked his Lord what would 
be the part of those who had left all 
and followed Him, the Lord Jesus said, 
“Verily I say unto you, There is no man 
that hath left house, or parents, or breth- 
ren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom 
of God’s sake, who shall not receive 
manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world to come life everlasting” 
(Luke 18:29, 30). The reward promised 
in this life is not specifically defined. 


Nevertheless, every true child of God - 


knows that there is abundant reward in 
this life that cannot be reckoned in 
value. Infinitely “greater is the reward 
that will be ours in the life to come, if 
we faithfully and consistently follow 
where Christ leads us. 


_ PHILADELPHIA. 








The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made te 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 


regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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. A Word of Testimony 
By Virginia L. Bassett 


“ WORD spoken in due season, how 

good is it!” (Prov. 15:23.) I am 
sure my word of testimony for Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Times is due and over- 
due. 

When I was a child, the paper was 
sent to my mother as a gift from a life- 
long friend. I was not expected to read 
it, and could not understand the articles, 
but I did enjoy reading the Illustration 
Round Table and the poems on the front 
page, and looking at the lesson cartoons. 
My spiritual perception must have been 
growing, though, for I remember one 
sentence in an editorial which ran some- 
thing like this, “When we are in the 
wilderness, that is God’s call to us to 
trust Him.” It has been a help to me 
many times since. 

When in my teens I became active in 
Sunday school work, I subscribed to the 
paper myself, and have taken it ever 
since. 

In April, 1937, the Lord gave me the 
unexpected privilege of having printed 
on cards a poem by Mrs. Opal Leonore 
Gibbs, “Interceding,” appearing origi- 
nally in Tue Sunpay. Scuoo. Tres in 
October, 1930. This was for my own 
Sunday school class, and the rest of the 
school, the following Sunday, although 
I have given them out ever since. I 
have heard many reports of blessing 
from these cards. One boy who* re- 
ceived one of those originally distributed 
said he had framed his. A very short 
time later this boy was with the One 
who had been ‘interceding for him, a 
victim of pneumonia. I later wrote to 
Mrs. Gibbs to tell her what I had done, 
and received official approval, and this 
has resulted in a blessed friendship — 
all because of THe Sunpay ScuHoo. 
TIMEs. 

In December, 1937, I was led to answer - 
an advertisement of the American Board 
of Missions to the Jews, appearing in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trves. With the 
acknowledgment of my small gift came 
a letter assuring me of God’s blessing, 
on the basis of Genesis 12:3, and enclos- 
ing a tract, “To the Wild Olive Tree.” 
This, God used to open my heart to the 
Jews. How I praise Him for that! My 
testimony to my friends about this ex- 
perience has brought vast blessing since 
then, too much to mention here, and it, 
too, started through one issue of Tae 
Sunpay ScHoo. Tres. 

In the spring of 1938 my eyes caught 
the familiar words of Romans 15:13, 
“Joy and peace in believing .. .” on 
the front page of a new SunpAy ScHOoL 
Tres. As you know, the rest of the 
title was, “... at Keswick.” That article 
was God’s call to me to that blessed 
place in New Jersey, and I went twice 
that summer by God’s provision. What 
richness in my life through Keswick! 
—a permanent prayer interest in all 

















: 
‘ 


Lesson for December 16 


its ministry, and friendships lasting 
through eternity. My first day there I 
met one of the workers in the Victorious 
Life Testimony office, and although I 
have never seen her since, we have cor- 
responded in deep Christian fellowship 
to this day. 

My roommate at Keswick was a grad- 
uate of the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible. Through her I have also become 
interested in this school. 

A friend of mine in Buffalo also went 
to Keswick two or three years ago, alone, 
partly on thy recommendation, and was 
greatly blessed. 

At the time of my trip to Keswick, I 
met and heard dear Dr. Lambie. Over 
a year later God gave me the privilege 
of being instrumental in bringing him 
to Buffalo for one Sunday. He brought 
three messages, and I know God used 


him much. For several years afterward,, 


I would occasionally hear people who 
heard him then, pray for him. 

Partly through this acquaintance with 
Dr. Lambie, I received his letter some 
time later recommending the Evangelical 
Christian to Christian readers. I sub- 
seribed for myself and a friend, and 
much blessing has come through this 
magazine, 

All these blessings started through 
Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t Trmes article about 
Keswick. 


When the articles by Principal Max- 
well of the Prairie Bible Institute ap- 
peared in Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times 
last. year, I became so interested that I 
subscribed to the Prairie Pastor and 
Overcomer, and have had the privilege 
of sending it to others. 

I welcome especially all material ap- 
pearing in THe ‘Sunpay ScHoo.t Times 
on the Bible, and have bten greatly 
blessed several different years in en- 
gaging in the Bible Mastery Campaign 
by reading and rereading the Book rec- 
ommended. The article, “His Word Was 
in*My Tongue,” Chapter 5 of Dr. R. E. 
Day’s articles on D. L. Moody, in Tue 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes of January, 16, 
1937, has been a living message to me 
from the Lord which never loses its 
power. 

Many times, individual articles, espe- 
cially the shorter editorials and poems, 
have brought just the message I needed. 
I have wondered sometimes if I should 
still take the paper because I seemed to 
have so little time to read it. But— 
and I have told this to others I was 
séeking to interest in the paper —even 
when I have picked it up for just a min- 
ute or two, the Lord always shows me 
something that fits my need. I surely 
would not want to be without it. 

Because the paper contains spiritual 
truth, it is timeless, and does not need 
to be read at the time of issue, to be 
helpful. Sometime late last spring I 
read a brief editorial in a January issue, 
I believe, about living for Christ in such 
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detail that every minute and every move 
counts for Him. It struck me so forcibly 
that I thought of everything in its light 
for weeks. During my vacation this 
summer, I found much “gold” in very. 
old issues. 


T echo the testimony given in “The 
Value of Obedience,” in the August 11 
issue this year. I, too, praise the Lord 
for God-fearing parents who taught me 
to obey and that punishment was sure 
to follow disobedience. What a’ blessed 
condition this is! ‘The fear of the Lord 
tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall 
abide satisfied; he shall not be visited 
with evil” (Prov. 19:23). 


One of the subscribers in our club, 
whose name has been on the list almost 
from the beginning, is a mother of six 
or seven children. The mother and I 
were in grade school together for sev- 
eral years and our friendship still con- 
tinues. As the gift subscription to my 
mother was a blessing to me, as a child, 
so I pray this subscription may be a 
blessing to this woman’s children, aswell 
as herself and her husband. 


I am sorry to have made this so long, 
but it is hard to stop. “Of the abun- 
dance of the heart ... [the] mouth 
speaketh” (Luke 6:45).- I have men- 
tioned only some of the outstanding 
blessings I think of which God has given 
me through THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. 
There are countless more which the 
record books of Heaven know. Al- 
though my experience has not included 
conversion through THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, either for myself, or for my 
friends, as far as I know, it still is the 
testimony God has given me, and I am 
sure He can use it if it is known. “If 
there be first a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not” 
(2 Cor. 8:12). 

Kenmore, N. Y. 
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With the New Books 


War, Peace, and Nonresistance 





By Guy Franklin Hershberger. (The 
Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $2.50.) 


MASTERPIECE of peace propa- 

ganda with the above title has been 
published by the Publication Committee 
of the Mennonite Church. The author 
is Professor of History and Sociology at 
Goshen College, and he has made a very 
exhaustive study of this subject, espe- 
cially from the point of view of his 
church. Officers of that religious body 
had a share in its writing, and now have 
given it official endorsement... There are 
fifteen chapters of 340 pages with a 60- 
page appendix. It will serve as a text- 
book for class study as a doctrinal and 


historical treatise. It is remarkably com- J 


plete ih its quotations of Scripture, there 
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WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 


We believe that the and effectiveness 
of our school will be increased as more 
people pray for us. 


We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a four- 
page monthly, to you regularly if you 
will put us on your prayer list. Write today. 


ULTNOMAH 


School of the 


BIBLE 




















Everybody Wonders 
What's Ahead... 


but the future holds no financial worries 
whey you have an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, 


In the more than 100 years the American 
Bible Society Annuity Plan has operated, it 
has met and triumphed over every world con- 
dition—depression, inflation, deflation, civil 
strife, world war. For no matter what condi- ~ 
tions prevail, payments as high as 7% are sent 
out promptly twice a year without fail, bring- 
ing security and longer life to thousands. 

Let us tell you of this remarkable plan which 
has worked so long without a single loss to 
any annuity holder—and which entitles you to 
certain tax exemptions. Send for the interest- 
ing booklet, “A Gift That Lives,’ which tells 
how you can give and receive generously at 
the same time, 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 


r American Bible Society, 7 
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| Please seul me, without arathe your 

et SS43 entitled “A Gift t es? 
l Qi enclose $......... for the world-wide distribu- 
| of the Scriptures. 


| Nome 


| AAAs. 








State. 


Gas es ane aun eb oun anes etn au Gal Gp ae ame ane oe 





ranqe 








———- 


= 





974 (22) * 


being 120 references from the Old Testa- 
ment and*320 from the New. 

The first chapter traces the history of 
wars up to the recent rise of dictators. 
Chapters two and three cover the sub- 
ject of war first in the Old Testament 
and then in the New Testament. Herein 
the author clearly states his case for 
nonresistance. In chapter four the his- 
tory of the church in its relation to the 
state is traced up to modern times, and 
the respective positions of Lutherans, 
Calvinists, and the so-called peace 
churches are outlined. The next four 
chapters then review the history of the 
Mennonites, their rise from the Swiss 
Brethren of the sixteenth century, their 
growth in Germany, in Russia, their 
various migrations to America, their 
activities and testimony during World 
War I and since—a most informing 
record. 

Then follows an account of the work 
of the Mennonites during the recent war, 
up to the summer of 1944, especially 
their unique ¢ontribution to the Civilian 
Public Service Camps and relief work. 
This group has given strong leadership to 
the peace movement. Chapters ten and 
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Christmas Gifts 
Are you having difficulty finding some 
inexpensive little gift for that old friend 
of yours? Here are a few helpful and 
inspiring books that may just fill your 


A Voice From Beyond 
and other poems 
Composed by 
Philip E. Howard 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 
A collection of heart-stirring poems. 
Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 
A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible. 


Paper bound, 25 cents postpaid 


Christ, The Apostles and Wine 
By Ernest Gordon 
Excellent treatise about the wine 
used at Cana. 


Paper bound, 25 cents postpaid 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
By Philip E. Howard 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 
All Christians will be interested in this brief 
biography of the former Editor-in-Chief of @ 
The Sunday School Times. . 
Seventy-one bound in attractive dark © 
red cloth with gilt lettering 9 

Seventy-five cents, postpaid 


’ The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St, Phils. 5, Pa. 
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eleven and twelve give analyses of the 
testimony of the Brethren, the Quakers, 
and other so-called “conscientious ob- 
jectors.” The author shows rare dis- 
crimination and states how various forms 
of liberal theology and the “social gos- 
pel” have popularized, but weakened the 
peace testimony of many. 

Two chapters are then given to indus- 
trial conflicts and the Christian nonre- 
sistant position. The final chapter is 
entitled; “Keeping the Faith.” In it is 
presented a challenge to all Mennonites 
for spiritual revival to preserve the 
idealism of a true First Century Church 
Brotherhood by which all problems can 
be solved by the power of the indwelling 
Christ. The author stresses the impor- 
tance of the local minister and his duty 
of preaching the true Gospel and also 
“peace sermons,” so that their people 
will not substitute some form of modern 
pacifism for Biblical nonresistance. He 
concludes: 

“Tt is obvious, therefore, that the keep- 
ing of the nonresistant faith requires a 
deep and vital faith, diligent teaching, a 
favorable home and community environ- 
ment, and eternal vigilance on the part of 
all. Nonresistance is a fruit, not a root. It 
is one of the teachings of the Gospel, 
not the Gospel itself. For the perpetua- 
tion of their faith, therefore, it is essen- 
tial that nonresistant people give due 
attention to the teachings of the entire 
Gospel as found in the Word of God.” 

To such a strong appeal for the Gospel 
and such discernment as to its impera- 
tives, we can heartily agree, and would 
observe that it is quite a different type 
of pacifism from what is propagated in 
liberal circles. It is on a higher spir- 
itual plane and has more to commend it 
than much popular pacifism. But the 
premise upon which Professor Hersch- 
berger builds his argument for what he 
calls Biblical nonresistance is subject to 
question and ‘should be carefully ex-, 
amined. 

He argues, “God has proviced one 
fundamental law which has been and is 
valid for all time. This view holds that 
the Ten Commandments embody the es- 
sence of the moral law, and that the 
life and teachings of Jesus are its author- 
itative interpretation and fulfillment. ... 
It assumes that the lower standards of 
the Mosaic civil code represent a tem- 
porary concession on the part of God to 
the lowered moral state and the spir- 
itual immaturity of that time,—a con- 
cession made necessary by the sin of 
man and not by the will of God.” 


The author claims that all killing, all 
capital punishment, and all warfare and 
resistance by force are entirely contrary 
to the will of God, only permitted 
through the law of cause and effect. 
This makes a very good case for the 
philosophy of nonresistance, but it 
seems to be based largely on deduction, 
which we believe is not valid. For in- 
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stance, to prove that wars were always 
immoral, it is stated that David the sec- 
ond King of Israel could not build the 
Temple for the worship of a holy Je- 
“hovah because he was “a man of war,” 
he had been too much of an “immoral” 
man. It was to be done by his son 
Solomon. By this argument, then, Solo- 
mon, a man of peace as well as plenty, 
should have been the most moral and 
exemplary of kings. How was it that 
he became such a profligate, a dictator 
and idol worshiper? If David wag so 


‘far out of the will of God by his wars 


against the heathen about him, why is 
there no note of repentance for them in 
his Psalms? Why was he allowed to 
assemble the materials for building this 
holy sanctuary? David’s tender heart 
of compassion and his love for the Lord 
would certainly indicate that he knew 
what the will of God was and that he 
would have been so instructed, if war 
were morally wrong. Just because peace 
is preferred does not prove all war is 
wrong. Surely the majority of Chris- 
tian believers have never regarded de- 
fensive war as always morally wrong. 


The command, “Thou shalt do no mur- 
der,” meant to protect human life, is 
valid under law and under grace, and 
we agree that what is basically morally 
wrong at one time is always basically 
wrong, for with God there “is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning.” 
The professor acknowledges the facts 
of sin and the wrath of God as visited 
upon sinners in righteous judgment. 
But he claims that this was only under 
God’s permissive will, because man chose 
to live on the lower plane of sin and 
therefore he had to be judged. 


It would seem to this reviewer that 


* this misses the whole point of God’s 


dealings with man. If we had continued 
to live as in Eden’s innocence without sin, 
then God would have demanded of us 
the principle of nonresistance. But 
among sinful men he purposely insti- 
tuted human government, and the rights 
of capital punishment were established. 
Mr. Herschberger claims that God should 
have at once killed Cain as a murderer 
if He were establishing capital punish- 
ment. But it seems to be more reason- 
able and of His grace to have warned 
him to flee for, his life because his life 
was forfeit among his fellow men, It 
was in God’s prerogative to give man- 
kind this governmental right and we 
cannot accept the Professor’s judgment 
that “those members of society who take 
the murderer’s life are also violating 
the fundamental moral law of God.” 
Who then can be saved, if even so- 
called Christian society and government 
is so completely out of the will of Gad? 

The clear testimony which the Men- 
nonites have borne for well over three 
hundred years as to the place of gov- 
ernment in society is commendable. At 
Dortrecht in Holland, in 1632, the Men- 
nonites confessed that “God has insti- 
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knowledge of things eternal. 


during 1945. 


We know you haye enjoyed reading the TIMES 
We have an abundance of letters confirming this fact. Watch nexr 
week’s issue for a review of articles that will appear during 1946. 


wo Sunday Schill > 
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Officers, Editors 


Christmas 


offers you an opportunity to give something that 
will bring blessing to those who receive it. What 

gift can you think of, for as little money, that would 
be finer than a full year’s subscription to THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES? For five or more gift subscriptions a 
considerable saving is possible, as noted below. We send an 
engraved announcement to the person receiving the gift sub- 
scription, indicating your name as the giver. 


Here is a gift that will be, throughout the year, a 
constant reminder of a friendship, and it is a gift that will impart 


Q Blessed and 
Jopous Christmas 


is the wish of the entire 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES -— Directors, 
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tuted civil government, for the punish- 
ment of the wicked and the protectiun 
of the pious, . . . We are to be subject 
and obedient to it in all things that do 
not militate against the law, will, and 
commandments of God. ... Yes, we 
are to suffer the spoiling of our goods 
rather than give occasion of offense to 
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is being planned. 


An Abiding Investment 


"THE academic year 1944-45 at 


Huntington registered a 38% net 
gain in student enrollment over the 
preceding year. As part of their neces- 
sary equipment for success, a large pro- 
portion of our returning service men 
have also signified their intention of 
completing their higher education. 


For them, and because of the in- 

creasing numbers of earnest young 
men and women who will soon be look- 
ing to Huntington for training, we 
plan the handsome and substantial new 
men’s dormitory shown above. It will 
be built in sections—half at once to 
meet the present pressing need; and 
half as future needs require. 


This modern new Men’s Dormitory building is to be erected soon. At 
right, one of Huntington’s returning veterans for whom the structure 





Whatan abid- 

ing investment 
this, in the lives 
of these fine 
Christian lads whose college training 
was so rudely interrupted by the ruth- 
less hand of war! What an opportunity 
to assist in educating the strong intel- 
lectual and spiritual leaders our Coun- 
try will so sorely need in life’s near to- 
morrows! 


A Life Annuity Contract with an ex- 

panding institution like Huntington is also 
a decidedly safe and worth-while investment. 
Yields a generous, promptly paid income for 
life. Value does not fluctuate. Insures your 
present and future partnership in the success 
of an outstandingly Christian institution and 
ministry. 


Ie will pay you to investigate. For complete details, address Office of 


the President, Dept. T1245 
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Huntin 
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anyone; and, if we are struck on the 
right cheek, rather to turn the other 
also than revenge ourselves.” Here we 
find the final test in the philosophy of 
Mennonite nonresistance. They say we 
“must obey God rather than men” in such 
problems of morality. Is not this ap- 
plication of the Sermon cn the Mount 
to the realm of governmental action an 
extreme never intended by Christ? The 
“other cheek” kind of loving patience 
may work between individuals, but it 
would promote lawlessness and anarchy 
if governments tried it. Such “grace” of 
appeasement, without justice, failed at 
Munich in 1939. 

The Professor has quoted the confes- 
sion above, saying that “civil govern- 
ment is for the punishment of the 
wicked.” That is just the point: we 
live, as he admits, “in a sinful society,” 
and the evil in men’s hearts must be 
restrained by force — by a sword not an 
olive branch. We are living outside the 
garden of Eden, not inside of it. In 
Christ’s other sermon on the Mount of 
Olives (Matt. 24:43), he said that a man 
is expected to watch over and guard 
his own home and not suffer thieves 
to enter or destroy it. This should be 
given an international application also! 
Again one reads (Matt. 22:1-7) of the 
king who gave a wedding for his son, 
and then sent his armies to destroy those 
who refused his invitation—a picture 
of God’s judgment upon rebellious men. 
There is no suggestion that this was 
morally wrong. 

The logical and Scriptural reasoning 
of Dr. W. L. Pettingill in his article in 
THe Sunpay Scnoot Trmes of January 
10, 1942, is worth noting here. The mis- 
sion of the Church is to proclaim the 
message of redeeming grace in the Son 
of God. The actions of Christians are 
judged by grace. But governments 
among sinners rule by force to promote 


~ justice, and taxes provide for the pro- 


tection of life and property. The church 
is separate from the state and benefits 
by its wise protection in justice to all, 
in order that it may multiply by its 
message of grace to all. 

God must be obeyed by the Christian 
when it comes to the primary duty of 
the church as to a witnessing evange- 
lism. God will not permanently favor 
any government that would - prohibit 
that requirement either in the first cen- 
tury or now. This was the situation 
which the apostles faced when they de- 
clared, “We must obey God rather. than 
men.” The council was wrong... The 
Gospel must be proclaimed, even in the 
face of opposition. And this declara- 
tion should not be “wrested” from its 
context. / 

Finally the answer to this book is in 
the pragmatic test. If all war is and 
ever has been outside of and contrary to 
the will of God, then how is it that so 
many soldiers have ‘been most: devout 
and spiritually minded Christians? And 
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there have been down through the cen- 
turies the best of theologians, teachers, 
evangelists, and ministers of the Gospel 
who have hated wars and bloodshed, 
and yet have accepted it as required in 
the permissive will of God for the de- 
fense of justice and law and order. Time 
and space would fail one to list the 
names of God’s noblemen who have just 
as devotedly studied their Bibles as 
have these early or modern Mennonites, 
and have held a “balanced” position as 
to what constitutes loyalty to Czesar and 
loyalty to God. Surely Ged’s will is not 
so difficult to ascertain that only’the few 
of a small sixteenth century sect have 
been able to discern it. One may honor 
their courage to stand for a minority 
point of view, but object to their im- 
plication that those who accept military 
service in a defensive war are “immoral” 
and are out of the will of God. 


The Menace of Modernism. By Merril 
T. MacPherson. (To be had from the 
author, 5455 York Road, Philadelphia 41, 
a pamphlet, 10 cents each, or $1 a dozen.) 
Well-informed Christians are aware of 
some of, the deadly evils which today 
menace home and school and church 
and state, but not so many realize that 
to a great extent the other and lesser 
evils‘ are the fruit of what is undoubt- 
edly the greatest menace of them all. In 
this striking booklet Dr. MacPherson 
shows first of all what Scripture itself 
prophesies regarding the fact, the work- 
ing and the outcome of this monster evil. 
Then in burning words that should 
arouse the most indifferent he lays 
‘alongside that the picture of what Mod- 
ernism is, what it has done and is do- 
.ing, and how and why its dastardly 
work is permitted to continue. This 
latest edition of the booklet is in con- 
venient envelope size, and it should be 
widely read and circulated by all who 
love the Bible and its Christ, and who 
would seek to stem the tide of unbelief 
and its consequent immorality in our 
beloved land today. 


Winona Echoes. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., paper, $1.) 
The spirit of the great Bible conference 
at Winona Lake has been preserved and 
m@de available in attractive paper bind- 
ing in a sheaf of the messages given 
there during the summer of 1944. There 
are forty sermons by thirty-one differ- 
ent men, many of whom are well-known 
leaders in the religious and the educa- 
tional world, such as Dr. Robert Hall 
Glover, Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Dr. 
Northcote Deck, Dr. Walter L. Wilson, 
Dr. J! C. Massee, Dr. John A. Huffman, 
and others. A rich spiritual feast is 
crowded within the covers of this meaty 
volume. 


Lasting World Peace — What Price? 
By A. B. Ost. (P. O. Box 88, Warren, 
Minn., paper, 50 cents.) The contents 
of, this book is paradoxical. On the 
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one hand the author tells us that lasting 


. peace will come only with the restora- 


tion of Israel to Palestine and with the 
reign of Christ as world ruler. On the 
other hand, the author expresses hope 
that the peace efforts of our world lead- 
ers will result in the establishmen¢ of 
lasting peace with God at the heart of 
the program. In this way the Revela- 
tion prophecies of another war and the 
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DR. JAMES G. DALE, Director 
A Bible-centered pioneer work — sustained by prayer 
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Crusade, Inc. 





James A. Stewart 


is-teachi "s dying millions with the Gos; 
the Lord Jesus Christe through its international Bus 
gelistic Bands. 


The'prayers of all the readers of The Sunday School 
Times are earnestly solicited. 
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our Official missionary 
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additional literature. 
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emer eve Used by successful Sun- 
- -school teachers for over 50 years. 
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judgment of God, which prophecies are 
“conditional ... and not inevitable. . .” 
may be averted by’ man’s choice of the 
right and putting God first in plans for 
peace. 

Mr. Ost misconstrues the Christian’s 
contribution to the welfare of the world 
as being all kinds of efforts and prayers 
toward achieving enduring peace and 
toward influencing our political leaders 
to include God in their plans. Our con- 
tribution to this world, however, is to 
preach Christ and thus bring - peace — 
lasting peace —to the individual heart. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, and He alone, 
will settle the problem of world peace 
at His coming. 


Evolution. By a Medical Scientist. 
{International Christian Crusade, 366 
Bay St., Toronto 1, Can., paper, 20 cents 
each; $2 a doz., postpaid.) The Inter- 
national Christian Crusade of Canada, 
which has done such fine work in com- 
bating atheism, has now issued a new 
and attractive pocket-size edition of their 
valuable booklet on evolution. The en- 
larged booklet contains ninety-two pages, 
with three sections as formerly, giving 
“The Facts about Evolution,” “The State- 
ments of Authorities,” and “The Results 
of Evolution.” This is a serious and 
carefully compiled reply to the evolu- 
tionists, meeting them on their own 
ground. The second section is_ espe- 
cially valuable, for it contains ninety- 
eight verbatim quotations from scientists 
against the theory of evolution. There 
are 218 notes at the end, giving sources, 
and a list of recommended books covers 
two pages. College and university stu- 
dents will appreciate this concise hand- 
book which exposes the fallacies of the 
evolutionary hypothesis. 


In All Thy Ways. By Flight Officer 
Edwin (Ted) Gray. (Oxford University 
Press, 114 Fifth Ave., New York 11; 35 
cents each, paper; three for $1.) Here is 
the story of the experiences of a flying 
officer in the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
as told through the simple, moving let- 
ters he wrote home, mostly to his 
mother. They tell of his efforts to live 
and witness for the Lord Jesus Christ 
through days of training in.Canada and 
England and in action in North Africa. 
The last. of these letters -is dated De- 
cember 23, 1942, shortly after which he 
was reported missing in action. These 
straightforward, affectionate letters are 
a teal tribute to the young man who 
wrote them, and should prove a real 
encouragement to others who seek to 
live for Christ and to be a consistent 
testimony for Him in difficult places. 


The Messianic Hope. of Israel. By Max 
I. Reich. (Moody: Press, Chicago 10; 


$1.50.) Chosen by a committee. of the 
National Association of Evangelicals as 
one of the twenty-five outstanding Chris- 
tian books published during the past 
year, this study of the Messianic proph- 
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ecies of the Old Testament is a valu- 
able contribution to Christologicai liter- 
ature. In defining the content and scope 
of the God-inspired hope of the Jewish 
nation, Dr. Reich says: “To ancient 
Israel, history was more than a sequence 
of events, moving, as the heathen philos- 
ophers imagined, in vast cycles. ... 
The Hebrews saw a divine plan and 
program in history, a divine goal toward 
which it moves. They called this ‘the 
Day of Jehovah,’ the day of His vindica- 
tion and triumph. .. . Along with this 
hope of Jehovah’s revelation in glorious: 
power, ‘there was the vision of the com- 
ing Man. ... It is this prophetic expec- 
tation which distinguishes Israel from 
other nations of antiquity. Israel had a 
Hope. The apostle rightly spoke of the 
non-Jewish world as ‘the Gentiles which 
have no hope.’” 


As the development of Messianic hope 
is traced throughout the Old Testament, 
all the important passages are sugges- 
tively discussed. The great fifty-third 
chapter of Isaiah, because of its tran- 
scendental significance, is analyzed in 
detail. In addition, Dr. Reich shows that 
the Old Testament teaches alike the 
deity of the Messiah and the doctrine of 
substitutionary atonement. A _ brief, 
well-selected bibliography is appended 
for the guidance of the student who 
wishes to acquaint himself further with 
this fascinating subject. In a day when 
the Old Testament is being so blas- 
phemously abused in the name of higher 
criticism, how refreshing it is to find 
a scholar in this field who holds unflinch- 
ingly to the full inspiration of Scripture. 


Field Marshal Bernard L. Montgom- 
ery, Man of Prayer. By Mel Larson. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $1.25.) Another biography of 
a famous Christian from the pen of the 
author of “Gil Dodds, the Flying Par- 
son.” It is always an encouragement to 
the Lord’s people to see some of the 
“not many” wise and mighty of this 
world taking their, places as believers 
in the Word of God, in prayer, and in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. In 
this biography, Mr. Larson in swift- 
moving newspaper reporter’s style re- — 
views the life of this British military 
leader who chased Rommel across Eg¥pt, 
yet iss known to spend much time in 
prayer. and frequently reads the Scrip- 
tures to his troops. It is a frank and 
revealing story of the British military 
genius, abounding in anecdotes and 
stories revealing his idiosyncrasies and 
habits. As in hig former biography, the 
military and spiritual. exploits of the 
man are told with excellent balance. 
The militarist will enjoy the book’s 
analysis of battle strategy, while the 
Christian will delight in Marshal Mont- 
gomery’s strong testimony to his faith 
in the eternal truths of God’s Word and 
in the life which he lives in consistency 
to them. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. . Wedwwenth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Pa eye on the cieaeieinisien 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 10 to 16 

Mon.—lIsaiah 9:2-7. Christ the Light. 

Prayer Succestions: “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of 
the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined.” Light is associated 
with God and righteousness; but dark- 
ness with Satan, sin, and sorrow. In 
this world of sin Christ our holy Saviour 
appeared in flesh to live, and teach, and 
die in order that we might be saved. 


Sin’s darkness was at its deepest when. 


He brought light and life to light in the 
Gospel. Believers on Him are properly 
called “the children of light.” Let all 
who are His, arise and shine for their 
light is come. Pray for the Voice of the 
Andes, Radio Station HCJB, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York 10. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 23:5-8. 
Christ the Divine Leader. 
PraYER Succestions: “THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is not only “the righteous” 
one, but He is “our righteousness,” wis- 
dom, and redemption. He is our Leader 
and Commander. He goes before us in 
the ways of holiness and peace. His goal 
for every one of His people is that here 
agd hereafter and forever that they shall 
be without spot or wrinkle er any such 
thing. Is the Lord your leader? then 
be a good follower of the Lamb. Pray 
for the New York Bible Society, New 
York 17. 


Wed.—Luke 1:26-33. The Kingdom of Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: “Of his kingdom 
there shall be no end.” Christ's King- 
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dom is His present possession and also 
His future inheritance. He rules now; 
but His Kingdom shall increase and en- 
dure forever. All pardoned souls are 
in the Kingdom of God’s Son. As heirs 
they shall inherit the Kingdom and reign 
with Christ. Let this glorious prospect 
influence your life and labors in this 
world. Pray for the Light of Israel, 1112 


. Ogden St., Denver. 


Thurs.—Luke 1:76-79. 
Preparation for Blessings. 
Prayer Succestions: “To give knowl- 
edge of salvation unto his people by the 
remission of their sins.” Pardon of sin 
comes before assurance. The knowledge 
of salvation is only for those whose 
iniquities have been forgiven. With 
pardon the soul’s blindness disappears. 
We understand when we are forgiven. 
Reverence comes also, and with rever- 
ence wisdom. “But there is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared” 
(Psa. 130:4). “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1: 
7). Pray for the Lithuanian Missionary 
Association, P. O. Box 488, Chicago 90, 


Fri.—Hebrews 1:1-4, 
Christ’s Glory and Work. 
Prayer Succestions: “The brightness 
of his glory ... the express image of 
his person.” The Father and the Son 
are one. The glory of God is seen in 
the face of Jesus Christ. Their names 
are united together in a way no human 
and divine names dare be combined. 
The Father's glory is seen in Christ's life 
and work. His life is the life of God; 
and His words and works are those of 
God. He that hath seen Him hath seen 
the Father. Let all worship and glorify 
Him as God. Pray for the Central Ameri- 
can Mission, 3611 Congress Ave., Dallas. 


Sat.—Ephesians 1:15-23. Christ’s Dominion, 

Prayer Suacestions: “Christ ... above 
all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also 
in that which is to come.” Heaven, 
earth, and hell are all under the domin- 
ion of Christ. His rule extends through- 
out time and eternity. All things are 
under His feet. Affirm this truth boldly, 
and live by it daily. Do not let Christ, 
who is Head over all things and over 
the Church be a mere figurehead in your 
life and labor. Pray for the Missionary 
Gospel Fellowship, 301 Cahill St., Tur- 
lock, Calif. 


Sun.—Philippians 2:5-11. 
The Exaltation of Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “A name which is 
above every name.” His name alone is 
worthy to be exalted in time and eter- 
nity. Daily adore and honor your Lord’ 
who is above all. “Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost.” Bless His name in life and 
death, and honor it always and every- 
where. Pray for the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute of Chicago, 











The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Calendar for 
1946 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x fs inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. 


Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins yep 
whose photo hs and writin 

well known to Sondey School Les 
readers. 

Scenes are lotalities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 

Uniform 


ternational lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 
There isa | Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. 
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NEW TESTAMENTS FOR PALESTINE JEWS 


More New Testaments needed for Jews in Palestine, America, and other lands 


to get the New Testaments. They receive the New 

Testaments so thankfully, and the young ones are 
so radiant.” So writes one of those who are distributing 
our Hebrew New Testaments in Palestine. 


Many thousands of our New Testaments, printed in 
Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament prophets, have 
already been distributed in Palestine. Recently we sent 
10,000 more Hebrew New Testaments to the Holy Land, 
and still another 10,000 are 


'¢ 4 Gee stand around us stretching out their hands 


JEWISH COUPLE ACCEPT CHRIST 
The traveling salesman and his wife read the New Testa- 
ment and the Old Testament and compared the two. They 
realized ere long that the Lord Jesus Christ was the exact 
fulfillment of the prophecies of the 22nd Psalm, the 53rd of 
Isaiah, Micah 5:2, and other Old Testament predictions of 
the Messiah. 


The Jewish ep accepted Christ as their Saviour and 
were baptized. He wrote: “Since we have been saved our 


lives have been greatly 





now being prepared for 
shipment to Palestine. 
Another report from 
Palestine tells how two 
lady workers in Haifa have 
been visiting various col- 
onies by motor car. They 
load up the car with He- 
brew New Testaments and 
other literature, and after 
earnest prayer set forth on 
their rather adventurous 
journey. The Lord mar- 
velously leads them. The 
letter tells how they visited 
various Jewish colonies, 
sometimes going from door 
to door giving out the New 
Testaments, and sometimes 
speaking to groups of Jew- 
ish people in the colony 
buildings. The writer says: 
“It'is amongst the younger 
people that the demand for 
the Prophecy New Testa- 
ments has been especially 
great. We have the assur- 
ance that: His Word must 
accomplish His purpose, and cannot return void.” 


Our hearts are full of praise to God for the wondrous 
way in which He is blessing the distribution of the New 
Testaments among the Jewish people in the Holy Land. 
Please praise the Lord with us, and pray earnestly for this 
work of sowing the. life-giving Word of God among the 
chosen people in the Holy Land. 





A JEWISH SAILOR FINDS CHRIST 


Here in America the Lord is also wondrously blessing 
the distribution of the Prophecy New Testaments. Sid, a 
Jewish sailor from an orthodox Jewish home,’ visited a 
Victory Center on the Pacific Coast. They gave him one 
of our Prophecy New Testaments. Sid returned to his 
ship and, providentially, was ‘detained there for two 
weeks. 

During that time Sid read the Testament right through. 
When he went ashore again, he returned to the Victory 
Center and told them he had accepted Christ as his Saviour 
and Lord and Messiah! Oh, the wondrous power of the 
Word of God! Pray for Sid that he may be strong in the 
Lord. 


A Jewish salesman and his wife were traveling through 
the South. During their stay at a hotel his wife was taken 
ili. The wife of the proprietor of the hotel was very kind 
to them, giving the Jewish salesman’s wife a glass of deli- 
cious fruit juice. Then the wife of the proprietor asked if 
they would mind if she read to them from the New Testa- 
meni. Of course they consented to let her do so. Then 


she presented the Jewish couple with one of our Prophecy 
New Testaments. 





YOUNG JEWISH REFUGEES IN PALESTINE 
Many Jews in Palestine are gladly receiving our Prophecy / jg almost exhausted. A 


New Testaments in the Hebrew language. Still 
more Testaments are needed for the 500,000 
Jews in the Holy Land. 


changed. A great peace has 
come into our hearts. The 
Lord has blessed us in every 
way ! His grace has always 
been sufficient for us.” 


MORE TESTAMENTS 
URGENTLY NEEDED 


Although hundreds of 
thousands of New Testa- 
ments have already been 
presented to Jewish people 
in America and other lands, 
yet the demand continues. 
Thousands more of the Tes- 
taments are being request- 
ed. Surely we must con- 
tinue to give God’s Word to 
the Jews, while their hearts 
are still so open and re- 
ceptive. 

The eighth edition of the 
Prophecy New Testaments 





ninth edition is urgently 
needed. We will greatly 
appreciate your prayers 
and your gifts for provid- 
ing New Testaments for Jewish people, to help in leading 
them to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


A BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE 


For a limited time, we are sending free of cost, a beautiful 
32-page booklet of Scripture verses to each one who sends a 
donation to the work. The booklet contains 365 verses—one 
for each day of 1946. The booklet also contains a. re- 
markable and inspiring message on the blessing of Bible 
memorizing by Gil Dodds, the world’s champion indoor-mile 
runner. Mr. Dodds declares it was Christ and Christ alone 
who gave him the victory on the indoor track; and that it was 
memorizing Scripture verses that revolutionized his Chris- 
tian life. Your soul will be stirred by the testimony of this 
outstanding Christian athlete. 


God’s words to Abraham long ago: “I will bless them that 
bless thee,” are still true. By your gift you will bless the 
Jews, and the Lord will bless you in return. 








CUT OUT ALONG THIS LINE 


| MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, Inc. S.S.T. 
| 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
| Dear Sirs: 
l io Jodcces find . bi ag ye doliess for providi Now Testaments for 

od’s chosea people o Jews, oo be to a saving 
knowledge of Ss Bord Jes Xf _ , 

Please send me as pro free of cost, of the 32-page 

Scripture booklet rnin, fe message by ¥ by Gif Dodds. 
| Name eer eS eeoeee 6% NEES 6 OO e.0 O24 OB 6 O.6 6 8 S . - 
| Panes Ge DOME ss ois clers ec OSM tec Boca d wet 
i CO titi «ewe. bee OU Cs Zone No.. . . State. .-+..< 


Make all checks payable td Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
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